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Postscript
We have to thank Sandra Wood for her meticulous work in maintaining and
presenting our accounts during recent years. She has also spent much time in
price comparisons with regard to commodities and in particular, has been
regularly involved in discussion with our insurers to check that cover is
appropriate to our needs. She has always been at the heart of our social events
and with her husband Tony, has done much wonderful work for Sandnats.

Sandwell Naturalists
CASH ACCOUNT
BALANCE AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2020
REPRESENTED BY:
Na�onal Westminster Current Account

2138.37

Na�onal Westminster Reserve Account

4860.96

LESS Excess of Expenditure over income
(257.67)
£6,741.66
BALANCE AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2021
REPRESENTED BY:
Na�onal Westminster Current Account

1880.22

Na�onal Westminster Reserve Account

4861.44
£6,741.66

I have prepared this statement of Income and Expenditure for the year
ended 31st December 2021 from books and records maintained, informa�on
supplied and explana�ons given and cer�fy that it is in accordance
therewith.

Mr John Adkinson 26/2/22
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Editor.

Editorial
As I write, the sun is shining and one of the first warmer days of the year has reminded
me that the Bramley apple tree needs to be pruned. Last year it was allowed to get
away and unwanted growth reduced the quality of what was already a poor apple
harvest. The blue anemones are in fine form beneath it, so I shall have to go carefully
about my work. So it is with Sandnats. Passing years have seen members severely
pruned and many friends are no longer with us. It is important that we do celebrate
what has been achieved over the years and recognise that Sandnats still has a valuable
task to perform. Many of us can effectively inform conservation practice and pass some
judgements about the current declining realm of biodiversity compared with the
richness of earlier years. Work done on several sites as covered within these pages
suggests that plenty of species have retained a foothold, but now we are many times
less likely to find them than was the case in earlier times. Current conservation practice
(good and bad) is discussed, but the pressing problem of weaning people from the
digital to the actual is as insoluble as ever. It is normal to see increasing use of digital
technology by visitors on all the Valley trails, but too often this engagement looks to
have very little to do with appreciation of the enduringly beautiful surroundings
through which they are passing. Peering at a screen may so easily mean missing that
important moment when a Weasel scuttles across the track.
For me, digital technology has been a wonderful tool that has enabled progress in
wildlife studies to be infinitely more efficient than in the era of pencils and notebooks
(important though they still may be on occasions). One crucial need is judgement about
maximising the value of engagement time with nature. Appreciation of what is
immediately present is more important than talk of rarities that may have made the site
significant, but which remain tantalisingly absent when we arrive on the scene. On one
occasion with children, we had started off to visit the horses, but on the way they
spotted hundreds of tiny toads negotiating the path and half an hour passed in
‘rescuing’ and counting these before any other activity was contemplated.
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Readers need to recognise that Sandnats has not been a static entity. It has evolved and
is having a significant impact in areas outside the Valley. The Bulletin does indeed
report on activities within its area (viz. the significant bird report), but it also
increasingly covers member activity in areas outside it. This is a general trend and
many journals are now increasingly flexible in their content. We have an extremely
talented set of naturalists in our ranks and others are very keen to draw upon their
services. We are justly proud of this.
Unfortunately we have not been able to include some of our more familiar reports.
Readers will notice that there is no Rangers Report. Our regular friends in the service
are caught up in a wave of structural changes and have been so involved in routine
extra cover due to the current staffing reductions that descriptions of such a fragmented
narrative could not have been particularly valuable, compared with past accounts of
conservation tasks so commendably completed.
A serious basic problem confronts Sandnats. Organisations such as ours have been hit
hard by the pandemic, but a trend against societies and clubs has been manifesting
itself for some years now. Individual naturalists (largely driven by the digital
revolution) seem to have drifted towards different, looser and more mobile associations
to record and enjoy the natural environment. The disadvantage of such preferences is
that societies provided recognisable and coherent bodies to argue the case for
conservation- especially at a local level. Fragmented defences against the advances of
those who do not care much for wildlife and wildspace will never be adequate in an
uncertain world. Please do your best to support our own organisation. It continues to
achieve a great deal and certainly needs you.

Nature at the Crossroads
Peter Shirley
Well, maybe more at Spaghetti Junction than at a crossroads. Last year I wrote about
the ‘churn of change’, the fact that nature is always in a state of turmoil and has
become very resilient as a result. Even so the bad news continues to pile up. Report
after report catalogues ‘unprecedented’ losses, especially of insects. (As I write this the
first blizzards of blossom are appearing, but I have not yet seen a bumblebee.) If there
is a wildlife apocalypse its four horsemen seem to be climate change, pollution, habitat
loss and urban development.
Things may go in several directions. Positive changes are taking place in the developed
world regarding chemical use. For example in both France and parts of Germany
proprietary weedkillers are now banned for domestic and municipal use, and Germany
has set up a budget of 100M Euros a year for insect protection. In many places there
are continuing efforts to phase out neonicotinoids. The downside of this is that as
substances like glyphosate and paraquat are prohibited here their manufacturers
cynically increase their sales elsewhere. A factory in England is still making and
exporting about 20,000 tons of paraquat every year.
The most unlikely overall scenario is that governments, including our own, will see the
light and change their attitude to nature by enacting strong protection laws, including
completely banning the use of demonstrably harmful chemicals, properly protecting the
most vulnerable and valuable sites and species, and strengthening and reviving their
own agencies, such as Natural England and the Environment Agency (see below). The
Government could also move nature up the agenda by making it the responsibility of a
senior, rather than a junior minister. Currently it is in the remit for one of Defra’s
Parliamentary Under Secretaries of State: it should at least be in the Minister of State’s
portfolio, or better still in that of the Secretary of State.
It’s a safe assumption though that this will not happen. Such thinking is at a premium in
normal times, but the rise in energy prices, Covid, and the war in Ukraine, are
dominating the political and economic agendas. A piece of good news may be that a
topic I touched on last year, the huge financial losses incurred by major nature
conservation bodies because of Covid, seems not to have had as much impact as might
be expected. So far as I can tell, their business is carrying on as normal.
Would that that were the case for the Environment Agency. Its environmental
protection budget has fallen from £170M 12 years ago to £94M in 2021. If tackled
about this the Government would no doubt say that things have got better, as in 2019 it
was only £76M! one of the effects of this is that prosecutions have fallen by as much as
80%, and of 116,000 pollution reports last year only 8,000 were investigated. It is also
reported that staff have been threatened with losing their jobs if they reveal the
Agency’s inadequacies and alleged failures, and that senior managers have instructed
them to focus on income-generating activities.
In this regard Sandnatters may not be aware that there is ongoing sewage pollution in
Sot’s Hole, which must be emanating from the sewer that runs beneath the woodland.
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Severn-Trent Water seem to have washed their hands, so to speak, of responsibility:
given the above, what chance of engaging the Environment Agency as the regulatory
body? Well, we do have a new player in such matters. The Environment Act finally
became law last year. One of its provisions was the establishment of the Office for
Environmental Protection. According to its website it ‘ is a new public body. We were
legally created in November 2021, under the Environment Act 2021. Our mission is to
protect and improve the environment by holding government and other public
authorities to account.’ To do so it will exercise its powers and duties in four main
areas:
�
�
�
�

Scrutiny of environmental improvement plans and policies
Scrutiny of environmental law
Advising the Government on environmental law
Enforcing against failures to comply with environmental law.

All very bureaucratic, and three of the four categories above will have at best only an
indirect impact on the state of nature. Time will tell whether it turns out to be a
toothless tiger, mired in obfuscation and prevarication, a classic ‘Sir Humphrey’ nonsolution, or a fearless champion for nature and critic of government and its agencies. In
the meantime it will divert human and financial resources badly needed elsewhere.
Also on the plus side, there are a range of other initiatives and programmes coming on
stream. The farming world is in the midst of fundamental changes to the agricultural
support system, as UK schemes replace those of the Common Agricultural Policy.
Three which come under the umbrella of the Environmental Land Management
Scheme: the Sustainable Farming Incentive, the Local Nature Recovery Scheme, and
the Landscape Recovery Scheme (which will include 15 rewilding projects). In
addition Countryside Stewardship will continue for another two years. It is reported
though that the schemes are not meeting with much approval from farmers, true to form
they are saying that the payments are too low, and details of the schemes are still
unclear. They are also concerned at the loss of the Basic Farm Payment in 2028. As
with previous support systems there is a fear that owners of large landholdings will
benefit most, leading to further losses of small farms.

plenty of these, but their numbers have been in decline for a long time. That new
funding is rare in all of this. Plans and good ideas are all very well, but without
commitments to resource them they cannot achieve their goals. As things stand we are
likely to see the number of good intentions growing whilst nature continues to decline.
One other thing is going on apace – tree planting. I have lost count of the number of
tree planting projects. It sometimes seems to me that it may be a classic example of the
old adage that ‘for every complex problem there is a simple solution, and it’s always
wrong’. Tree planting has the advantages that lots of people can participate, it provides
instant make-overs of the sites concerned, and it is relatively cheap. The disadvantages
include the danger of the wrong trees being planted in the wrong places, valuable
habitat being destroyed, and scarce resources being diverted from what may be more
valuable and effective activities. Nobody seems to realise that if we just provide the
right conditions, trees are very good at planting themselves. But we do seem to have a
passion for it.
So, is all this the equivalent of re-arranging the deckchairs on the Titanic, a genuine
step forward in difficult times, or business as usual disguised as a new dawn? I’m not at
all sure, but nature does seem to have more options to choose from than a driver on
Spaghetti Junction.
Peter Shirley 09/03/22

Talking of landscapes, a consultation is taking place to develop policies for, and future
work in, protected areas (National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty).
Proposals include closer working between the two groups, nature recovery becoming a
core purpose, and greater input from Natural England.
As for more urban areas, from next year something called Biodiversity Net Gain
(BNG) will be necessary for all new developments, apart from those proposed by
householders. The new regulations will require developers to provide a net gain for
wildlife and its habitats of 10% in addition to the losses occasioned by the development
concerned. That gain can be made on- or off-site. There is a lot of discussion going on
about exactly how to measure this, and whether or not this system can be truly effective
and not just another piece of greenwash. A consultation on the details is going on now.
One piece of really good news in relation to this is that money is being made available
for the employment of local authority ecologists. Thirty or so years ago there were
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Hedgerow damaged through lack of funds to conserve it with biodiversity in mind.
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RSPB Sandwell Valley 2021

Bird Records from 2021

Cathy Taylor

We are again indebted to a dedicated team of birders who have contributed to our
reports on a regular basis. It is invidious to single out individuals but I have to mention
the hard work of Dave Saunders in coordinating the records and sending them in and
Mike and Anne West in editing and providing a commentary on the most significant
aspects of the findings. Cathy Taylor and the team at the RSPB Reserve have made
important ongoing contributions to our studies and several birders have contributed the
great photographs we have managed to incorporate.We also thank Sandwell Valley
Country Park Staff for their ongoing support with regard to our wildlife recording
projects.
The basic team is given below:
Richard Baker, Roger Burns, John Clarke, Mark Dickinson, Mathew Fletcher,
Pete Forbes, Vicky Gurney, Pete Hackett, Oliver Hague, Matt Hadlington,
Steve Hextell, Tim Hextell, Clive Higgins, Mike Ixer, Hughie King,
Catherine Knowles, Steve Lilly, Gareth Marlow, Terry Nicklin, Mike Nicklin,
Eric Norman, Rob Preston, Craig Reed, Steve Roper, Dave Saunders, Tracy Saunders,
Pam Thompson, Dave Waite and Craig Whitelaw.

Spring 2021 saw the return of our usual breeding species. An Oystercatcher pair
successfully nested, raising two young. We had eight Lapwing pairs nesting, although
no successful fledgings were noted. Avian predation is an ongoing issue for our nesting
Lapwing and we are trialling ways to reduce the impact. If you visit this year, you will
see garden canes scattered over one island this year in an attempt to make it more
difficult for the crows and gulls to swoop in. This method has worked successfully with
tern colonies before, but is a new approach for lapwing nests.
Three Cetti’s warbler territories were recorded - a new breeding species here and one of
seven species of warblers known to breed on site. Two of the swift nesting bricks were
used, an increase on the one pair we have had for the past couple of years. Bullfinch
numbers have been declining over the past couple of years.
During the summer and autumn 2021 passage waders have been most of note with
three species of sandpiper present at times – Green, Common and Wood. Kingfishers
were another highlight, putting on a thrilling display around the lake and evading the
sparrowhawks’ best attempts.
This spring sees a new viewing screen being built, overlooking the newly re-opened
scrape on the path to the hide. We also have a newly opened up glade in the scrubby
woodland near the hide path junction, creating diversity in this habitat which improves
the area for birds and butterflies.

Common and wood sandpipers by Andy Purcell.
Courses at the RSPB Centre
A wide range of courses are on the agenda at the centre. You may find one specially
suited to you!
Editor
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THE RECORDS
The team has diligently reported findings and because of this, there is some
unavoidable complexity in the presentation here. As is customary, we are easing the
interpretive task a little by presenting initial Excel spread sheets enabling readers to see
the months in which a bird has been recorded. Users will also then know in which
monthly sections information about a certain bird can be found. The sheets also give a
rough count of numbers seen for a bird in a given month.
The information here may be helpful in understanding scoring matters a little more. I
am sure readers will be able to spot where things could be improved!
'Chaffinch' = 1
'6 Chaffinch' = 6
' family party of Chaffinch'=3 (minimum party size)
' 2 adults with 3 young' =5 (stages merged)
'flock of Chaffinch' =1 ( flock definition focused on a single species and
each additional species present in a flock counts as 1)
'several Chaffinch' = 3
'60+ Chaffinch' = 60
Special cases
' on 10th May a flock of 6 Tree Sparrows were at the feeders and 12 more
were at Swan Pool' ( 6 +12= 18)
' on 13th May the flock of 6 Tree Sparrows again at the feeders ' ( 6+ 1= 7)
one point is given for an additional observation of the same group
The scoring principle mentioned above prevents excessive counts appearing.
This flock of Tree Sparrows reported for 10 days could give a misleadingly
large count of 60 !
The sum of the monthly observations for a bird appears as a total in the appropriate
cell on the sheet.
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Remember! Always place your trust in the original numeric data given in the
printed reports.
Notes
There may be no data on some 'universal' species such as Robin.
Sometimes certain bird families / species are specially targeted for study by
organisations. When that happens, there may be reduced information on some other birds
that might normally have been included.
The coronavirus epidemic regulations may have affected the amount of field study
possible during certain periods in 2021
Locations
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The Bird Records
Sandwell Valley 2021

January
The year had an encouraging start with 69 species seen on the first day, the main
highlights being Yellow- legged Gull (possibly two birds), Common Gull and five
Goldeneye on Swan Pool. A Jack snipe was seen on the Bund and a Cetti's warbler was
heard near the sluice. On the 2nd a Woodcock was flushed in Park Farm Wood, a
Peregrine flew towards Ray Hall and five Whooper swans passed through. The 3rd gave
us a couple of Raven over Forge Mill, Kingfisher on the river and a Pheasant at
Brown’s Farm. The 8th saw a female Brambling at the Feeding station whilst on the 9th
an Adult Yellow - legged Gull was at Swan pool and a Great Black- backed Gull was
on Forge Mill Lake.
The 10th saw a first winter bird join the Adult Yellow - legged Gull on Swan Pool and
the Cetti’s Warbler was at the Marsh. On the 13th the Brambling was still at the Feeders
and on the 15th we noted a Great White Egret on Forge Mill and a Tawny Owl in Park
Farm Wood. Our first returning Oystercatcher appeared on the 18th, with two Jack
Snipe in the Marsh and the ringed Common Gull appearing on the Island on the 21st.
On January 24th the Cetti’s Warbler was still present, as was the Brambling. We also
spotted our first Linnet of the year with a bird flying over the feeders and a second
Oystercatcher also arrived. The 25th gave us a Yellowhammer at the south over the
Reserve (the first record since 28th February 2019); a Skylark over the Golf course
being a first for the year and a 1st winter Yellow - legged Gull was sighted on Swan
pool.
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The 28 saw a Peregrine harassing the Gulls on the playing fields near Dartmouth Park
and a Skylark was over the Reserve. A Peregrine perching on the pylon in Monks
Meadow and two Skylarks over Swan pool were recorded on the 29th. On the next day a
Jack snipe was flushed on Jubilee Mound, the last day of the month seeing a different
first winter Yellow - legged Gull in Dartmouth Park and the Cetti’s Warbler was heard
calling by the sluice.

The 16th of the month saw a Peregrine on the pylons in Monks Meadow and three
Meadow pipit at Hill top, the 17th providing sightings of an Adult Yellow - legged Gull
on Forge Mill, with the 18th providing sightings of three male Stonechat at Salters lane,
three male and two female in the Marsh and two Common Gull on Forge Mill - one
being the familiar ringed bird. On the 19th we spotted four male Stonechats in the
Marsh.
The 20th was a busy day, the main highlight being a second winter Caspian Gull on
Forge Mill Lake- only our third record. 11 Stonechat were in the valley, two Linnets
being at Salters lane and the Cetti’s was still with us. On the 21st we still had 10
Stonechat in the valley, a Skylark and Meadow pipit at Salters lane, female Blackcap
near the Crematorium and the Caspian Gull was seen again,
A Bittern flew over Salters Lane towards Swan Pool on February 22nd - only our fourth
record, the next day seeing three Skylarks back in Swan Pool Meadow.
The 24th gave us a Woodcock on the Colliery Banks and two Stonechats around Swan
Pool, the next day seeing three Skylarks on Brown’s fields, four Stonechats on the
fence line at Swan Pool meadow and four Stonechats plus a Linnet at Salters lane. The
26thgave us our first Chiffchaff of the year, one being near North Island- in addition, a
Red kite drifted over the Reserve, a male Brambling was at the Feeders, two Stonechat
and two Linnet were at Salters lane and a Common Gull was spotted on Swan Pool. On
the 27th we still retained three Stonechats at Salters lane, whilst the last day of the
month saw a female Brambling under the Feeders.

March

White - fronted Goose by Matt Fletcher

February
On the 1st we noted a male Kestrel and Pheasant on Browns Farm, the next day
providing the first winter Yellow - legged Gull in Dartmouth Park. February 3rd saw the
Cetti’s Warbler again by the sluice, the 5th seeing the Yellow - legged Gull still in
Dartmouth Park. On the 9th we noted a Common Gull on Monks Meadow and a female
Blackcap just within the recording area, the 10th providing a record of a female
Brambling at the feeding station. February 12th saw three Greylag on Forge Mill, the
Cetti’s had survived the cold spell and two Common Gull were in the valley -one at
Monks Meadow and one at Swan Pool. On the following day the Brambling was still
present, a Raven flew over Forge Mill and we counted 41 Lapwing over Dartmouth
Park- this being presumably a cold weather movement, it being rare to see them on this
side of the Valley.
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March started off with the female Brambling still at the feeders and on the 2nd we
recorded nine White- fronted Geese on the Reserve. On the 5th we noted 29 Snipe and
four Jack Snipe in the Marsh, the following day providing two probable Spoonbill
sightings - flying southwards at height, The 7th saw the White –fronted Geese still with
us for their seventh day, the Brambling still being at the Feeders, a Shelduck also being
observed on the island, the 8th seeing three Stonechats in the valley.
The 9th saw the White –fronted Geese in the flooded field by Forge Farm, a pair of
Brambling at the feeders and a Curlew in flight over Pennyhill Lane. The Geese were
still present on the 11th and a Mediterranean Gull was seen on Swan Pool. On the
following day a first winter Yellow - legged Gull was on Swan Pool, a Black -tailed
Godwit was also noted and the White- fronted Geese finally departed after 11 days.
The 14th saw a female Stonechat near Swan Pool and on the following day we saw the
1st winter Yellow- legged Gull and Common Gull on Swan Pool and a Dunlin on the
island at Forge Mill. On the 16th, a second winter Caspian Gull was noticed at Forge
Mill, the following day providing a sighting of a Goshawk (north over High Bridges).
On the 18th a fall of 250+ Meadow Pipit was sighted in the Valley, with 60+ at Swan
Pool Meadow. A Water pipit was also recorded and the first Sand Martins of the year
were seen, with three over Salters Lane.
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A Red Kite drifted over Salters Lane on the 20th, the following day providing us with a
small passage of Meadow Pipit over Salters lane, Green Sandpiper on the Tame and our
first returning Little Ringed Plover. On the 22nd the Green Sandpiper was again on the
river, four Sand Martins were at Swan Pool and a Woodcock was at Salters lane.

April
April 1st provided our first Yellow Wagtails of the year with two on the island, two
Little Ringed Plover, Common sandpiper and a Green Sandpiper. We noted a Yellow
Wagtail still on the island on the 2nd and Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and
Little Ringed Plover on the 3rd.
the 4th gave us sightings of our first Whitethroat and Garden Warbler for the year, whilst
on the 6th a Whimbrel was heard, we saw a couple more Whitethroat and another Garden
Warbler was reported. The 9th gave us our first Tree Pipit record, plus a Wheatear at
Salters lane, another in Swan pool meadow and a Great White egret over Salters Lane.
On the 10th we saw a Hobby over the Marsh, a couple of Common Sandpiper and a fourth
calendar year Yellow - legged Gull on the island. The following day saw a Cuckoo over
Forge Mill and on the12th; a Red Legged Partridge was at Salters lane.
The 13th gave us a Yellow Wagtail sighting over Salters Lane and on the following day
we saw a Great White Egret over Forge Mill Farm, with a Merlin noted over the Hilltop
Golf course on the 16th. On the 17th a Curlew paid a brief visit to the RSPB Island and a
Yellowhammer was reported near Ice House in Priory Wood.
On the 18th the Partridge was still at Salters and a Short- eared Owl was noticed over Sots
Hole. The 19th gave us a record of Tree Pipit and male Redstart at Salters lane, the
following day providing our first Reed Warbler records for the year, with four birds in
the Valley; in addition we noted three Yellow wagtail, 10+ Wheatear (a couple being of
the Greenland race) with the Redstart still around but very elusive.

Yellow -legged Gull by Hughie King
The 23rd saw two Shelduck on the Island, at least ten Sand Martin on swan pool and a
couple of Blackcap - one at Salters Lane and one near the Bandstand in Dartmouth
Park. On the 24th we saw three Black- tailed Godwits, Green Sandpiper on the River
Tame and Willow Warbler near Monks meadow, the following day seeing the Blacktailed Godwit fleetingly present on the RSPB Island.
March 26th saw our first Wheatear, with three at Pennyhill / Water lane paddocks and
our first Swallow, with a one over Forge Mill Lake.
Our first House Martin arrived on the 27th, the following day seeing seven Wheatears
(four male and three female) at Salters Lane with a single Swallow seen in flight - four
Wheatear still being present on the 29th. Recorded on 30th were a pair of Common
Scoter at Forge Mill Lake, a couple of Little Ringed Plover chasing each other around
islands and two sizeable flocks of Common Scoter flying north between 22:05 and
22:15.

April 21st saw a pair of Wheatear (Greenland) remaining at Salters Lane, the following
day providing our first Swift over Salters Lane, Sedge Warbler at Forge Mill and Swan
Pool, a Cuckoo being heard near Swan Pool Paddocks and our first Grasshopper Warbler
(heard at Salters lane).
The 23rd provided another Grasshopper Warbler - this time at Browns Fields - and six
Wheatears plus two Yellow Wagtails were reported from the Valley. On the next day a
Grasshopper Warbler was seen at Salters Lane together with Yellow Wagtail and
Wheatear at the same location. A Wheatear was also at Swan Pool Meadow.
On the 25th the Grasshopper Warbler was still at Browns Fields and our first Lesser
Whitethroat was at Legion Field. The next day saw a male Ring Ouzel at Salters Lane
and Grasshopper Warbler still at Browns Fields, with our first White Wagtail of the year
on the new river workings.
A Cuckoo appeared at Salters Lane on the 27th and the Grasshopper Warbler had not
changed location. The following day rewarded us with a Marsh Harrier hunting in Forge
Mill Farm area and the final day of the month saw a Wheatear in Swan Pool Meadow.

The final day of a busy month saw the Green Sandpiper and Little Ringed Plover on the
Reserve, a Wheatear at Salters lane and a Woodcock flushed on higher ground near
Forge Mill Farm.
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May

June

The month got off to an enjoyable start, coinciding with the ‘all - day bird race’. We
clocked up 81 species, the main highlight being two Spoonbill flying east over Forge
Mill (only our third record) and five Yellow wagtails.

The month opened with a Skylark singing over Swan Pool Meadow, Linnet near
Monks Meadow and maybe three Cetti’s Warbler on the Reserve. On the 4th we had a
report of possibly two young swift in the nest box at the RSPB Centre and two Red
Kites over the Forge Mill Farm area. The 5th saw a male Kestrel around the Swan Pool
fringes, the next day seeing an unseasonal Snipe on the Island and six Raven heading
northwards.

The Grasshopper Warbler was present on the 2nd , the next day providing four Yellow
Wagtails on the island and a Water Rail (heard in the Marsh).At Forge Mill Lake on
the 4th we recorded 7 Ringed Plover, three Little Ringed Plover, two Common
Sandpiper, Whimbrel and five Yellow Wagtails.
The 8th provided our first Whinchat record of the year, three Wheatear and a Yellow
Wagtail at Salters lane and a White Wagtail at Forge Mill Farm. The next day saw a
pair of Whinchat and five Wheatear at Salters and two White Wagtail at Forge Mill
Farm, A lone Wheatear at Salters lane and a Hobby over Monks meadow were noted on
the 10th, the following day giving us a Yellow Wagtail record at Forge Mill Farm.
th

May 12 saw the Yellow Wagtail still present at Forge Mill Farm, another at Swan pool
and a Snipe in the Marsh, with the 13th providing sightings of a female Stonechat in
Swan Pool Meadow. On the 18th we noted a Common Sandpiper on the RSPB Island,
the 20th seeing a Yellow Wagtail there and the first Pochard for the month was observed
on Forge Mill Lake. A Ringed Plover was on the island on the 22nd and the 28th saw a
female Wheatear at Salters Lane.

A Hobby was over the Fields by Crematorium on the 10th, the next day seeing a pair of
Kestrel around Swan pool, two Ravens and a Skylark still in the Meadow. On the 15th
we saw two Oystercatcher chicks on the RSPB Island and on the 16th we recorded the
first Goosander of the month with two over Forge Mill. The Snipe was still present and
a sighting of 90 Lesser Black –backed Gull and six Herring Gulls in the Salters Lane
Paddocks was unusual.
The 18th saw significant records of a Great White Egret at Monks meadow, Avocet on
the Islands, and a Hobby chasing swallows over Forge Mill. The Kingfisher had at
least two young and we noted the Lapwing had two young on the Island (a previous
report had seen four).
On June 20th we saw two Skylarks in Swan Pool Meadow, one in Monks Meadow, one
near Forge Mill Farm and a Red Kite over Salters lane, the following day providing a
record of Little Ringed plover on a nest and the first returning Common Sandpiper on
the RSPB Island. The 25th saw the Oystercatcher with one fledged young,
A Peregrine was on the pylons at Monks Meadow on the 26th and on the next day there
was a report of a Hobby chasing Swifts over the Reserve. The 29th saw six Little
Ringed Plover on the island, with the last day of the month providing us with our first
returning Green Sandpiper with a bird in the Marsh and a Great White Egret was also
observed over Ray Hall Works.

July
July started off with Green Sandpiper and Snipe in the Marsh, Skylark feeding young
on Swan Pool Meadow and a Skylark on Browns Fields. The 2nd gave us a Common
Sandpiper on the island and a Peregrine over Browns Fields. On the 4th the first
Redshank of the year appeared on the Reserve. Two Common Sandpipers were noted
and the Green Sandpiper was back in the Marsh.
The 5th saw a Little Ringed Plover at Swan pool and three Little Egrets at Forge Mill
Lake. On the 7th we saw four Common Sandpiper, two Green Sandpiper and a Snipe on
the Reserve, with the 10th providing a record of Water Rail near the Sluice.
Common Scoter by Hughie King
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On the 14th two Water Rail were calling on the south bank of the Tame and on the 16th
we noted our first Common Tern of the year on Swan pool for half an hour in the
morning. July 17th saw a Hobby over Park Farm and a Black – tailed Godwit at the
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Reserve. The 18th saw the Godwit still present there, together with Common Sandpiper,
Green Sandpiper and a single Lapwing Chick. On the same day an Osprey was reported
over Salters Lane.
July 20th saw a Hobby chasing Swallows over the Jubilee colliery banks and on the 24th
we recorded two Common Sandpipers on the reserve and a large flock of between
70-100 Parakeets over the M5. On the 25th we counted some 100 Goldfinch at Salters
Lane, the 26th giving us our best Little Egret count of the year, with six birds at Forge
Mill Lake. The last day of the month saw the Green Sandpiper still in the Marsh.

The 25th saw four Spotted Flycatchers at Swan Pool Paddocks, two Whinchat and
Wheatear at Swan Pool Meadow, two Spotted Flycatchers and a Redstart at Salters
Lane, with a Tree pipit and Spotted Flycatcher Dartmouth Golf Course. The 26th saw at
least 15 Spotted Flycatcher in the Valley, with Whinchats at Monks Meadow and
Salters Lane and a Tree pipit at Hill Top,

August
August started off with the Green Sandpiper still present in the Marsh and the 3rd
provided a record of five Little Egrets on Forge Mill. Our first Goosander of the month
was one of the birds recorded on the 7th which also saw two ‘Redheads’ on Forge Mill
Lake, the Cetti’s warbler still with us and a Common Sandpiper at Swan pool.
The 8th saw an Adult Yellow - legged Gull on the island, whilst on the 10th we saw three
Common Sandpiper at the Reserve, the Yellow - legged Gull still being present. The
12th saw counts of 100+ Goldfinch and some 40 Greenfinch at Salters lane.
The 14th saw nine Pochard on Forge Mill Lake, the Green Sandpiper still being present
and at Swan Pool Paddocks we recorded our first Spotted Flycatcher for the year. The
following day saw four Spotted Flycatchers in the Paddocks and a Greenshank flying
around Forge Mill Lake.
August 18th gave us our first sighting of late summer Tree Pipit, with one at Hill Top
and a Wood Sandpiper at the Reserve (our first since 2017) joining the Green and
Common sandpiper there. The Wood Sandpiper was still present on the following day
when we then noted two Green Sandpipers and a Common Sandpiper. The 20th saw the
Wood Sandpiper still present and four Spotted Flycatchers at Hill Top. Redstart,
Whinchat, Tree pipit, three Lesser Whitethroats and two Wheatears were all seen at
Salters lane.
On the 21st, the Wood Sandpiper still present and three Spotted Flycatchers were at Hill
Top. The 22nd saw the Wood Sandpiper on its fifth day, plus seven Little Egrets, two
Green Sandpipers with the Cetti’s Warbler being heard and two Ravens being seen over
the Reserve. Other records on this day included three Spotted Flycatchers in the
Paddocks, together with Tree pipit, Wheatear and three Lesser Whitethroats at Salters
Lane. We also recorded Tawny Owl, Tree Pipit and Spotted Flycatcher at Hill Top.
Three Wheatear, Redstart and Whinchat were at Salters lane and two Spotted
Flycatchers at Hill Top on the 23rd. On the following day a male Redstart was at Swan
Pool Paddocks, with female Redstart, Tree Pipit and Spotted Flycatcher at Salters Lane
and two Spotted flycatcher were at Humpback Bridge Paddock (immediately to the
north of Priory Wood).
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Spotted Flycacher by Matt Fletcher
A Cetti’s warbler at Swan pool on the 27th and on the following day we recorded a
Spotted Flycatcher at Salters Lane. The 29th saw five Spotted Flycatcher in the
Paddocks, Redstart at Salters Lane and a juvenile Water Rail at the Marsh Bund. On the
30th we counted 110 Ring - necked Parakeets over Newton Road Fields and a couple of
Swift over Forge Mill, the last day of the month providing a sighting of a Peregrine on
the pylons.

September
The first day of September provided sightings of two Whinchats on the fence line at
Swan Pool Meadow, male and female Redstart in Flycatcher field, seven Little Egrets
in the roost at Forge Mill Lake and the Green Sandpiper was still with us. On the 2nd a
Redstart and Wheatear were at Salters Lane, whilst on the 3rd a Greenshank was heard
calling over the Golf Course.
September 4th was the ‘all - day birdwatch’. We recorded 87 species, highlights being
six Spotted Flycatchers, four Whinchats, two Redstart, Tree Pipit and a Greenshank on
the Reserve. The 5th saw the Greenshank and Green Sandpiper at the Marsh and four
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Whinchats at Salters lane, the following day providing records of Red Kite over the
Crematorium, Spotted Flycatcher near Park Farm, Yellow Wagtail at Hill Top,
Common Sandpiper on the RSPB Island, a Hobby over Forge Mill and 2 Whinchat at
Salters Lane.
On the 7th the Whinchats where still at Salters Lane, the 8th seeing the Cetti’s warbler
still at Swan pool with two birds also on the Reserve and a couple of Stonechat and
Whinchat at Salters Lane.
The 10th provided a sighting of Tree Sparrow (only the second record in ten years),
Wheatear, Spotted Flycatcher, Whinchat and a Lesser Whitethroat at Salters lane.
The 11th saw four Whinchats - three at Salters and one in Monks meadow - and a
couple of Peregrine were seen in the Valley. On the 12th we noted two Spotted
Flycatchers and two Whinchats at Hill Top, five Whinchat, Wheatear and four Yellow
Wagtails at Salters Lane and we noted a steady passage of Meadow Pipits across the
Valley. 25+ Meadow pipits were counted at Salters lane and a Common Sandpiper was
on the reserve on the15th .The 17th saw the steady passage of Meadow Pipits continue
over the Valley, with the following day seeing two Hobby at Salters lane. A Spotted
Flycatcher was at Salters Lane on the 19th, the next day we noted a different Spotted
Flycatcher at Salters Lane and a Tawny Owl was at High Bridges,

September 21st saw a Common Sandpiper on the Island and on the following day we
noted that the Green Sandpiper was still present on the Reserve, The 24th witnessed
eight Egrets at the roost on Forge Mill Lake and an Osprey flew over the Valley. On the
following day a Tawny Owl was very vocal in (Mike's) Wood, while the 26th saw a
steady passage of Meadow Pipits with many birds over Salters Lane, Forge Mill and
Swan pool.
Our first Siskins of the month were a couple over Forge Mill, our first Skylark of the
month being a single over Swan Pool. On the 27th we had a fantastic count of 70+ Teal
on Forge Mill, the next day enabling us to record our first Redpoll for the month, with a
single over the reserve. The final day of the month gave us two female Pintail at the
Bund – a first for the year.

October
The month got off to a good start with the Pintail still present, Green Sandpiper in the
marsh and a Stonechat at Salters Lane. On the 4th a Mandarin was found on the river,
while the 7th saw an Oystercatcher on the Island, only the second October record and a
Raven was over the Reserve.
On the 9th a Red Kite circled over Salters Lane, with three Stonechats and a late
Whinchat in the same area. The 10th saw a Red Kite over Forge Mill, the next day
enabling us to record a Brambling and Garden Warbler (both at Salters Lane) and the
Oystercatcher’s continuing presence at Forge Mill Lake. The 13th saw the Green
Sandpiper back on Forge Mill after disappearing for eleven days and our first Redwings
of the autumn saw an estimated 1,500+ birds passing through the Valley.
The 15th saw Chiffchaff and Tawny Owl at Hill Top, Blackcap at Salters Lane and a
Stonechat near North Island, while on the 16th we recorded three Cetti's Warblers and a
Stonechat on the Reserve and three Stonechats at Salters Lane. On the 17th four
Stonechat were at Salters Lane and the 19th saw the Oystercatcher and Green Sandpiper
both on the Reserve.
The 20th produced our first Jack Snipe of the autumn on the Bund while the 21st saw a
Short-eared Owl flying north over High Bridges and two Jack Snipe on the reserve. The
23rd saw two Stonechat at Salters Lane and on the 26th we noted our second Mandarin
of the month on Forge Mill Lake. On the 29th we observed a Brambling over Forge Mill
and two male Stonechats at Salters Lane.

November
Stonechat by Matt Fletcher
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A slow start to the month, with the Green Sandpiper and a Jack snipe seen on the
Reserve. The 4th saw our first Fieldfare of the Autumn with 60+ in Swan Pool
paddocks, a first winter Common Gull ( first record of a bird in this plumage) and
Oystercatcher on the Reserve. The 6th gave us a record of Brambling over Dartmouth
Park and the ‘Oslo ringed’ Common Gull was back with us for its third winter. On the
8th four Brambling were recorded in Dartmouth Park, the 9th providing records of an
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Adult Yellow - legged Gull on Forge Mill and nine Brambling over Salters Lane. On
the 11th we saw a Great White Egret fly over Forge Mill, the 1st winter and ringed
Common Gulls were present on the Reserve and a female Blackcap was at Salters
Lane, the next day seeing a Ring Ouzel (our latest record) on the Reserve and a
Chiffchaff on Jubilee Hill. on the 15th we noted a possible second winter Yellowlegged gull in Dartmouth Park , two Skylark flew over, a male Blackcap was near the
RSPB centre, there was a heavy passage of Redwings over High Bridges (possibly in
the thousands) and a Tawny Owl was also heard calling.
November16th saw a Great White Egret over The Reserve and a pair of Mandarin on
Forge Mill Lake. The Green Sandpiper was still present on the 18th, the following day
seeing a Great White Egret fly over Salters Lane and 13 Little Egrets in the Roost.

On the 21st we heard a very vocal Tawny Owl near Monks Meadow, the 22nd seeing our
first Goldeneye of the winter with a female on Swan Pool. The next day produced a
first and second winter Yellow - Legged Gull on Swan pool, the 25th providing a
Woodcock record from Jubilee Mound, a male and three female Goldeneye on Swan
Pool and a male Blackcap on the Reserve. The cold spell towards the end of the month
turned out to be disappointing for recorders.

Redwing by David King
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December
The first day of the month saw records of a Peregrine on the Pylons in Monks Meadow,
the continuing presence of the Green Sandpiper and the flight of a Skylark over the new
Tame workings. On the 2nd we recorded an adult and 1st winter Common Gull on the
islands, a pair of Goldeneye at Swan pool and a possible Brambling near the RSPB
Centre. The 8th saw adult and first winter Yellow- legged gulls on Swan Pool.
On the 12th the Green Sandpiper was on the river near the Dam and the Cetti's warbler
was still present. A formal Snipe count on the 14th produced at least 80 Snipe, but sadly
no Jack Snipe. The 16th saw a Great Black -backed Gull flying along the River Tame.
The following day saw an Adult Yellow- legged Gull and Common Gull on Forge Mill
and one of the largest party of Wigeon seen for many years, with 70+ present on Forge
Mill Lake. We noted a Cetti's Warbler around Swan Pool on the 18th and at least two
more were on the Reserve. The Green Sandpiper still on the River by the Dam on the
21st and on the 24th a Peregrine was over Forge Mill Lake, the 28th providing us with a
record of Adult Yellow- legged Gull on Forge Mill Lake. The 29th saw an increase in
wildfowl on Forge Mill plus a second winter Yellow - legged Gull on Swan Pool,
which was still present on the next day. On the final day of the month we recorded a
pair of Peregrine over Salters Lane and nine Goldeneye on Forge Mill Lake.

Barnacle Goose by Mike Ixer
Editor’s note: unfortunately there is no entry for this bird in the records. I am told that
it was frequent in the Hilltop Golf Course area and somehow got omitted.Easily done!
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Summary of the 2021 Bird Report
Ann and Mike West

As usual we have received a very comprehensive report of the birds seen in and around
the Sandwell Valley area by Dave Saunders and his band of fellow birdwatchers. Over
the year there have been several highlights, some of birds that are rarely seen in the
area. As we are becoming more aware of the effects of climate change on our weather,
this may have a bearing on the migration of birds seen through our area of the country.
It is noticeable that we have a steadily increasing number of Little Egret becoming
resident all over England, with 13 seen at a roost here in November. Even more
spectacular were the several sightings here as well as elsewhere of Great White Egret- a
bird associated with warmer climes in the Mediterranean. It has been reported that now
they have even stayed to breed in some areas.
Beginning in January when 69 species were seen, a Yellowhammer was spotted, the
first record for two years. Most months there was something unusual to be seen.
February’s highlights were a second winter Caspian Gull , only our third record ever
and a Bittern, our fourth record. March produced a fall of 250+ Meadow Pipit along
with a Water Pipit while April gave us the first of several Great White Egret sightings
of the year! The start of May an “all day Bird Race” ended with a list of 81 species
including two Spoonbill ( our third record) and five Yellow Wagtail which were seen on
several occasions this month. June produced a Cetti’s Warbler, another bird originating
from the Mediterranean and seemed to be becoming fairly resident through much of the
year, with two more seen later in December. Another “all day Bird Race” in September
recorded 87 species with highlights of six Spotted Flycatcher, four Whinchat and two
Redstart, proof of migration in action. A formal Snipe count in December produced 80+
Snipe but sadly no Jack Snipe.
Thanks again to Dave Saunders and his great team for all their efforts.

SOME KEY BIRD WATCHING SITES IN THE VALLEY

�
�
�
�
�

RSPB Reserve
Paddocks and fields around the Reserve
Forge Mill Farm, Lake and fields
Brown’s Farm
Salter’s Lane
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Forge Mill Lake by Andy Purcell

Amphibians and Small Mammals
Andy Purcell
Small Mammal & Amphibian Observations during two years of Covid19 lockdown.
My Garden: small mammal observations 2020-2021
Throughout the summer evenings Hedgehogs were often seen trundling around the
lawn looking for worms, snails and any Fox food remnants. If one particularly feisty
Hedgehog arrived at the food before the Foxes, he would often stand his ground till he
had eaten his fill of a chicken drumstick or wings. The three younger Fox cubs soon
learnt that he was quite a spiky character the adults left well alone, waiting till the
Hedgehog had eaten his fill!
Although I never saw a Wood Mouse being caught by either by cubs or adult Foxes, yet
both would sit with ears pricked up when the Wood mice were about, foraging for
dropped seeds from the bird feeders hanging above the patio flower pots. One winter’s
sunny Sunday afternoon I did see a Grey Squirrel caught in mid-air and instantly
dispatched by the Old Dad Fox I thought was sleeping in the flower bed but obviously
wasn’t. I didn’t realise Old Dad with his limp could move so quickly let alone jump so
high for his dinner. Fortunately we have never been over-run with Wood mice so the
Foxes and local cats must be doing their job. The fluttering wings of Common
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Pipistrelle bats were often seen flying over the garden filming lights and confirmed
from the clicking sounds when activating my bat detector.
In early October 2020 after 50years of garden watching, I had a fleeting glimpse of a
young Badger running across the top of the garden and off around my pool; no time to
photograph, so for the next week I sat in the dark in the conservatory behind my
camera on a tripod till 3 or 4am, hoping to photograph his possible return, only to get
another glimpse of him scurrying across the top lawn and off round the pool again. I
managed to fire off half a dozen frames but only of his backside and stubby tail.
Although finding it hard to stay awake to the early hours night after night, I was
rewarded with his next visit, when he came right down to the edge of the lawn in front
of my camera position where the garden lights gave me the best exposure. He posed for
me for a few seconds looking straight towards me, but probably spotted his own image
in the black reflective conservatory windows as I was sitting in the dark. Then he
slowly turned and trotted off back up the garden, not too be seen again.
I remain the eternal optimist and hope for his return in the near future. Another new
addition to my garden mammal list could be a deer.
Muntjac, Roe or Fallow would be wonderful!

RSPB small mammal observations 2020-2021
My own observations whilst on my Friday morning drone flight and walk around
Forge Mill Lake, checking the reserve paths and the hide which was closed throughout
the Covid 19 lockdown period.

At the moment I am left with: Erinaceus europaeus (Hedgehog), Pipistrellus
pipistrellus (Pipistrelle bat), Apodemus sylvaticus (Wood mouse), Scirius carolinensis
(Grey squirrel-below), Meles meles (Badger) and Vulpes vulpes (Red Fox-vixen
portrait below!).

MAMMALIA (Mammals)
ORDER: INSECTIVORA (Insectivores)
Recording method
Erinaceus europaeus
Hedgehog.
Road casualty
Talpa europaea
Mole.
Hills
Sorex araneus
Common Shrew
Sighting
ORDER: CHIROPTERA (Bats)
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Pipistrelle bat. 45Khz Bat detector
Pipistrellus pipistrellus
Pipistrelle bat. 55Khz Bat detector
Myotis daubentoni
Daubenton’s bat.
Bat detector

Andy-best to remain without them. My brother- in- law lived in Farnham (Surrey) and
their garden was bordered by apparently compact hedges separating them from open
country. Somehow the deer got in at irregular intervals and there was always a stout
stick outside the back door -used to chase them away from the runner beans. They were
partial to a lot of things in that garden!

ORDER: RODENTIA (Rodents)
Apodemus sylvaticus
Wood mouse.
Clethrionomys glareolus Bank vole.
Microtus agrestis
Field vole.
Rattus norvegicus
Brown rat.
Scirius carolinensis
Grey squirrel.
ORDER: CARNIVORA (Carnivores)
Meles meles
Badger.
Vulpes vulpes
Red Fox.

Editor
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Sighting,
Sighting (Photo above)
Sighting
Sighting
Sighting
Sighting
Road casualty & Sighting

My garden: Amphibian observations 2020-2021

My RSPB Lockdown observations

During lockdown I spent many hours gardening, building a pool bridge, shed and fence
painting and snapping away at the visiting wildlife. Unfortunately, I had neglected my
marsh, waterfall and pool system due to my ongoing hip and back problems. The pool
had filled with leaves and twigs from a massive sycamore tree overhanging my garden.
Before lockdown I had relied on help from Jennie Wilding and Dave Blythe to clear the
pool, as I found it an impossible task while still having to use my crutches for support.

Due to my reduced recording visiting time, I never found any Common Frog or
Common Toad spawn, although I saw a few Common Toads but only one Common
Frog. I think with the lighter footfall around the various RSPB dipping pools, a very
confident Grey Heron was regularly seen visiting these pools throughout the day!

At the top of my garden, I have a third of a panel fence gap for the foxes and also for
my neighbour Ian to have easy access between our gardens. Ian and I often sat by the
pool with a cuppa and cake watching the occasional Common Frog and Smooth Newts
clawing through pools choking weeds. Ian can be seen can watching the newts with his
cuppa and he came to my rescue, offering to help in cleaning out the pool after I had
photographed a Grey Heron easily feeding on my surfacing Smooth Newts.

Andy Purcell (March 2022)

So the species recorded here mirror the ones in my garden.

Entomology Reports
Invertebrate Ramblings 2021 - Jenni Wilding
One of the signs of spring I hope others might also anticipate is the appearance of
beeflies in April, and Bombylius major (the Dark-edged Beefly) did not let me down - I
observed several of these adorable fly fluffballs on the RSPB Sandwell Valley site midApril. A trip to Sutton Park at the start of May with Richard Orton and his Emperor
Moth pheromones was another spring highlight, with several male Emperors attracted
to the pheromone lure.
Having treated myself to a new moth trap, when the warmer weather arrived, I put it
out in the back garden, and left it on overnight. The following morning I was very
pleased to find both Coronet (below left) and Varied Coronet (below right) in the trap,
which I have not had in the garden before, and believe are new to the Valley.

On emptying and cleaning the pool we were both surprised and pleased to find our
filtered catch of 89 Smooth Newts, 28 Frogs, three Toads and numerous aquatic inverts
and larvae, was only a few percentage down on my all time record of 92 Smooth
Newts, 98 Common Frogs and nine Toads.
Frogs numbers have taken a big hit, probably due the activities of the visiting Grey
Heron, that has now started on feeding on the more numerous Newt population.
So the recorded species remain:
Lissotriton vulgaris (Smooth newt), Bufo bufo (Common toad) and
Rana temporaria (Common frog )
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While flies seemed to me down in numbers, perhaps affected by the reduced
precipitation in 2020, I was pleased to be able to photograph some hoverflies and
hoverfly behaviour. A couple of examples that I am particularly pleased with are
Leucozona lucorum on an ox-eye daisy at the RSPB Reserve (below left), and a
romantically inclined pair of Eristalis arbustorum (Below right).The later pair was by
the Rushall Canal (observed while we were on a Sandnats outing) when we walked
along the canal and around Walsall Arboretum, near the end of June. One of the best
moments of that trip was when I took a random swipe with my net at a small shrub, and
came away with a lovely horsefly Haematopota pluvialis. The eyes of this fly have nice
colourful zigzag patterns.

July saw the Birds Wing moth appear twice; at the RSPB reserve on July 10th, and in
my back garden on July 24th. It has previously only been recorded three times in the
Valley. Another moth that does not often make an appearance was a Beautiful Golden Y
i(photo opposite right) in my back garden trap.
July 10th was a lovely sunny day, and I walked home from the RSPB reserve around the
lake and over the disused Hilltop Golf Course, following the river and then joining the
path that runs south from the Oxbow Pond. There were butterflies everywhere; many
Small Skippers and Meadow Browns, while Swifts were flying low over the disused
fairways collecting insects.
I photographed a metallic blue shieldbug, which I was not surprised to learn is known
as the Blue Shieldbug (Zicrona caerulea). There are not many recorded in
Birmingham, but I have to admit I only remembered I had photographed this later when
looking through my photos, as I had (as usual) got distracted by a fly! Whilst the Blue
Shieldbug is a lovely blue, and is also shiny, the blue eyes of Dioctria atricapilla are
even more stunning, when looked at under the microscope. I had noticed a small,

34

black-coloured fly that was flying around low down amongst the long grass. Thinking I
had not seen a fly behaving quite like this before, I netted it and only when I looked at
it with a hand lens could I see that it had the brightest blue eyes, as well as the
attractive long antennae of a robberfly. It is known as the Violet Black-legged
Robberfly, and is a predator of other flies and parasitic wasps.

The moth trap in August yielded a Rosy Tabby micro-moth, Endotricha flammealis
(photo above left), which is Local in status. A most successful Sandnats event at Oak
House in West Bromwich saw many nice insects recorded, including my favourite
Volucella zonaria hoverfly. An appearance on the mothing table in the evening of the
scarcer of the two UK Chorisops soldierfly species, Chorisops nagatomii, was
particularly pleasing. I am a big fan of the Large Yellow Underwing moth -they can
usually be relied upon to make their presence known during moth trapping, and while
they had made an appearance at various moth trapping events I attended in 2021, I was
getting concerned about the lack of them in my back garden trap. I was very happy
therefore to finally record one in the garden on September 7th

Two for the Price of One!
Jenni had not noticed that the
bug was attacking the tortoise
beetle Cassida vibex- a species
new to the B&BC lists!
Editor
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Richard Orton’s Entomology Review
Regular mothing was again disrupted in 2021 due to Covid restrictions. In the end, we
went out five times, the first being St. Margaret’s churchyard on 31st July, followed by
the RSPB on 20th August,Oak House on August 22nd , Warley Woods on 26th August
and Portway Hill on 10th of September.
It is difficult to make overall comparisons between distribution and abundance of the
moths since the numbers caught would have been influenced by local weather
conditions. However, it can be seen that the most frequently recorded moths were
Large Yellow Underwing and Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing, which were
caught on each occasion. The most abundant was Square-spot Rustic. This is biased as
most of our sessions were during the peak flight season for these species.
Most of the moths caught would be thought of as being “Common”, but it was nice to
see Maiden’s Blush recorded in the area again. This seems to be spreading northwards
into our area, so hopefully it will become a regular record in the years to come.
Probably the most interesting record was of the caterpillars Mike Poulton found
feeding on prickly lettuce during the bioblitz at Oak House. These proved to be Small
Ranunculus (73.280: Hecatera dysodea), which was until recently was classified as a
Red Data Book species, being recorded in Kent in 1997 for the first time for fifty years.
Since then, it has spread rapidly and is now well established in the West Midlands.
(Editor: A photo of an imago is shown on page 39).
As well as mothing with Sandnats, we also continued surveys in Sutton Park. The
main highlights were confirming the presence of Pine Hawk-moth (69.007: Sphinx
pinastrii) and Double Line (73.288: Mythimna turca) which we caught for the first time
last year. We also found a new site for Silver Hook (73.026: Deltote uncula). Sutton
Park is the only site for this moth in the West Midlands, so it was exciting to find it in a
new location.
We also caught a specimen of the Box-tree Moth (63.054: Cydamlima perspectalis) for
the first time. This spectacular moth is another recent arrival to the West Midlands, but
probably not a welcome one as its caterpillars feed voraciously on box bushes. As far
as I know, there is no box in the Park, but it is probably bad news for the folk of Little
Aston and Four Oaks.
Another memorable night was when we set up a moth trap under a hornets nest.
Although, we switched off early, there must have been over a hundred hornets in the
trap when we came to dismantle it, (interestingly there were no moths whatsoever). I
learnt two things. Firstly, hornets are attracted to white light particularly and wearing a
head torch can be very unnerving. The other thing I learnt was that hornets only sting
when severely provoked, but when they do, it is very painful and lasts for well over
twenty-four hours.
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This photo of a Small Ranunculus imago was taken by Tony Wood in his Wednesbury
garden from which he has recorded several hundred moths during recent years.
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Summary of moth trapping results previously presented
Date
Site

31st July 20th Aug 22nd Aug
26th Aug
10th Sep
St. Margarets RSPB Oak House Warley Woods Portway Hill Total

Total Moths

104

166

57

65

98

490

Total Species

46

44

15

14

28

93

recent record of Common Cockchafer (taken at an RSPB MV trap) when this insect
still remains abundant elsewhere (photo beneath). The biggest threats to many of our
beetles remains in indiscriminate felling of older trees and lack of understorey
management with thickets of bramble and Ivy completely smothering other vegetation.

Kitchen Pests

Maiden’s Blush again recorded during the RSPB trapping programme

Any enthusiastic cooks- especially those storing different types of flour, should watch
out for the tiny Indian Meal Moth (Plodia interpunctella). The larvae of this moth
enjoy unwanted/ neglected fragments of flour and allied foodstuffs that might lurk in
even the most carefully curated kitchens. The fully grown moth has a wingspan of
about 1 cm and flutters weakly and often inconspicuously about in the house during the
evenings!
This one was intercepted as it joined us to watch ‘Countryfile’ on the TV....!

Thanks go to Jenni Wilding and Dave Blyth who shared most of these adventures. If
you would like to join us next season, (hornets are optional), you would be very
welcome.
Richard Orton

Insect Miscellany: Mike Bloxham
Beetles
We continue to add species to those currently reported on the website. Many beetles
are important indicators of habitat quality and the Valley has obviously retained a
number suggesting an ecological history of significance. The discovery of the notable
net-winged beetle Platycis minuta (photo opposite) on two Valley sites is particularly
interesting. Bluebell Wood in Sot’s hole was noted by Natural England as a site of
importance some 30 years ago and the recent additional discovery of the beetle near
the ancient double hedgerow at the RSPB hints at the longevity of these features over
time. However, common large beetles remain elusive here and we still have but a single
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The entomologists continue to add to our species lists, but their records sadly do reflect
the general decline in insect numbers. Whilst plenty of theories attempting to explain
this situation are in circulation, it remains very difficult to reach firm conclusions and
without those, significant progress towards any conservation policy is not simple.
Editor
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Rowley Hills 2021
This most interesting and geologically significant area has now become one of our most
important associated sites, thanks to the work of Mike Poulton and his fruitful liaison
with the Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country. Together they have an
ongoing programme of conservation action now beginning to enhance many of the
important wildlife features characterising the landscape. Small groups of Sandnats
members have visited and recorded there for some years now and can recommend a
visit, but the terrain demands good footwear.Readers will enjoy this very
comprehensive review containing a number of records new to the site and some species
new to Birmingham and the Black Country.
Editor

Badger footprints

Mike Poulton continues the story:
In January the UK was once again firmly in the grips of Lockdown. With Dudley Golf
Course closed to golfers, the opportunity to walk it following a recent snowfall was
seized upon. Dudley Golf Course is situated on Turner’s Hill near the masts, and at an
elevation of 269m above sea level, this is the highest course in the West Midlands with
excellent views across the surrounding countryside. Upon entering from the public
footpath in Oakham Road, it was obvious from numerous rut marks in the snow that
local children had already been out with their sledges. However, away from the
fairways there was plenty of fresh snow in which to search for evidence of wildlife.

Fox footprints

During the winter months, the high points on Rowley Hills provide stunning views of
the surrounding countryside.

Footprints of a badger were soon discovered in one of the bunkers, clearly showing the
toes and claw marks above a broad rear pad. Nearby, footprints of a fox that had
recently walked across one of the greens were found.
Winter sunset looking towards Malvern Hills from the top of Darbys Hill

Dudley Golf Course during lockdown – January 2021
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View on a misty winter’s morning looking west from the top of Darbys Hill
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Walks across the hillside during the early part of the year turned up carcasses of two of
our native rodents, the first of them being Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus. Three species
of shrew are found in the UK, Common Shrew, Water Shrew, and Pygmy Shrew, of
which the Pygmy Shrew is our smallest mammal, up to 55mm from the tip of the nose
to the base of the tail, which can be up to 45mm long, around three quarters the length
of the body (unlike the larger Common Shrew, whose tail is only half the length of its
body). The average weight of a Pygmy Shrew is about 4 grams, the same as a one
penny coin. They are found in woods and hedgerows throughout the UK and are active
all year round. Shrews superficially resemble mice but with a longer, pointed snout, and
even when fully grown are only around a quarter of the size of a House Mouse. The fur
is brown on top and greyish white below and grows thicker in the autumn to help
maintain body heat during the winter months. The breeding season runs from April
through to August, and females produce between two and eight young per litter in an
underground nest. The gestation period is a little over three weeks, and a female can
produce up to five litters in one year. The life span of this tiny mammal is
approximately 15 months. Pygmy Shrews need to consume food every two hours or so
to maintain their body temperature. Their diet consists of spiders, beetles, woodlice,
slugs, and other small invertebrates. Active day and night searching for their next meal,
they literally live their life in the fast lane. This unmarked specimen could have died of
starvation if it hadn’t eaten for a few hours!

The Deceased Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus was found on a bridle path near Warrens
Hall Riding Stables on March 25th 2021.The unfortunate Wood Mouse Apodemus
sylvaticus had apparently entwined its tail in a strand of wire, and unable to free itself,
had eventually died from exposure.
Ongoing Management Work
During the winter a small group of the Friends of Rowley Hills continued with
hawthorn and bramble clearance work in the top meadow on the Portway Hill site. This
project, started back in 2016, is aimed at restoring areas of open grassland that over
many years of neglect have become lost to bramble and hawthorn scrub invasion.
This is a balancing act, and the long-term plan is to retain some scrub hawthorn and
bramble for the benefit of summer migrants such as Whitethroat and Lesser
Whitethroat that depend on the cover that dense patches of hawthorn and bramble scrub
provide for raising their young and restoring some of the lost grassland for the many
species of wildflowers and invertebrates that are found here.
Mounds of the cut down material provide foraging habitats for small mammals and
birds that live here.

Habitat mounds created from cut timber
Deceased Pygmy Shrew and Wood mouse
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During February and March Shirley Hancock spent time with me on Portway Hill
recording lichens. The results of this ongoing project will be published at a later date.

On June12th a sponsored walk by the Wildflower Society on Wildflower Identification,
undertaken through the Wildlife Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country, took
place on the Portway Hill site. During the day many of our more common wildflowers
were seen and pointed out. Of the more notable plants, we were particularly pleased to
find a Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera with three flowers open, a colony of the uncommon
Tall Mouse-ear Hawkweed Pilosella praealta, and to re-find the clump of Good-KingHenry Chenopodium bonus-henricus, known from the same spot on Portway Hill for at
least the past 20 years.

Dog Lichen Peltigera sp. on an old dry stone wall - Portway Hill March 17th 2021
With a box of Mistletoe berries given to me by Gill Barnard, a sunny March morning
was spent spreading the sticky seeds onto hawthorn and apple bark on the Portway Hill
site. Mistletoe is a semi-parasitic, dioecious, evergreen plant that parasitises a range of
deciduous trees, particularly lime, poplar, apple, and hawthorn. Plants can easily go
unnoticed when trees are in full growth and only become apparent in the winter months
following leaf-fall. This attempt at a deliberate introduction may or may not work, and
even if some of the seeds successfully germinate, very little will be evident in the first
two years or so, as in the early stages of growth mistletoe is extremely slow growing.
Hopefully some of the seeds will germinate and go on to produce berries and provide a
food source for the local bird population. Helpful information on how to grow
Mistletoe can be found at https://mistletoe.org.UK/homewp/index.php/grow-your-own/

Mistletoe Viscum album seed rubbed onto branch of Apple Malus domestica on
Portway Hill site. 29th March 2021
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Bee Orchid Ophrys apifera and Good-King-Henry Chenopodium bonus-henricus,
During the day many other wildlife observations were made, including three new
records for the site. They were, a mating pair of Lime Hawk-moths Mimas tiliae, a
solitary Yellow Shell Camptogramma bilineata, and several well-camouflaged Flower
Crab Spiders Misumena vatia, the latter being only a 2nd record for this spider in
Birmingham and Black Country. Information found on the internet about this spider
tells us that it was previously found only in the south of England, but is now spreading
northwards, so we should be looking out for it in the Valley! The unfortunate Small
Heath in the photograph had become the spider’s latest victim.

Flower Crab Spider Misumena vatia 12th June 2021
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During the day we were also very fortunate to see three Chimney Sweeper moths
Odezia atrata in a new location for this moth on Portway Hill. This day-flying moth is
well-named, with dark sooty wings tipped with a thin border of white. The caterpillars
feed on the flowers and seeds of Pignut Conopodium majus, a very common umbellifer
found all over the hillside.

e.

Lime Hawk-moth Mimas tiliae
Pignut Conopodium majus - flowers

Yellow Shell Camptogramma bilineata - Portway Hill.. 12th June 2021

Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata - Wildflower identification event on Portway Hill
12th June 2021 Photo by Graham Worton
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During the afternoon session, as we made our way across to Bury Hill Park, many
small holes were discovered in the well-trodden sloping path. These holes had been
excavated by Ashy Mining Bees Andrena cineraria, and as we watched the comings
and goings of this bee, it became apparent that another solitary bee was showing
considerable interest in the nesting holes. The bee in question was later identified as
Lathbury’s Nomad Bee Nomada lathburiana, formally a Red Data Book species, but
now increasing in numbers along with its host Andrena cineraria. This bee is a
cleptoparasite on Andrena cineraria. The Nomada female detects incomplete host cells
which are still open and being provided with food. The Nomada oviposits an egg in the
wall of the cell and departs. The host oviposits in the cell when provisioning is
completed and seals the cell. The first stage larva of the cleptoparasite has large
mandibles which are used to kill the host's egg or young larva, before feeding on the
provisions (information : Nomada lathburiana (Kirby,1802) | BWARS).

Lathbury’s Nomad Bee Nomada lathburiana near tunnel excavated by Andrena
cineraria - Bury Hill Park 28th May 2021
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The scorching temperatures during the second half of July were not a good time to be
outdoors during the hottest part of the day. However, a rewarding morning spent on the
Portway Hill site with a Six-belted Clearwing pheromone was well worth the effort and
provided some exceptional results. Within a brief few seconds of removing the
pheromone bung from its container and placing it near to a patch of Bird’s-foot Trefoil,
several male clearwing moths appeared from nowhere, and in less than a minute there
were at least 20 flying frantically around the pheromone bung.
During the morning the pheromone was put down in several different spots close to
colonies of the moth’s food plant on the Portway Hill site, all giving similar results.
Later in the day the pheromone was tried out on Darby’s Hill, and in the small florarich paddock near the riding stables, both sites containing many patches of Bird’s-foot
Trefoil, but no moths were detected at either.

Towards the end of July, with Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea now at its flowering
best, it was noticeable that one or two of the individual flowers in a flower-head were
unusually swollen, and cone shaped. Closer inspection revealed that the swollen heads
contained a whitish-brown coloured maggot, later identified as that of the Ragwort Gall
Fly Sphenella marginata, a gall fly in the family Tephritidae. Most records for this fly
come from the southern half of Britain, with only the occasional record from further
north. The flies in this family have distinctive patterning on the wings and their larva
should be searched for on Groundsel Senecio vulgaris flowers as well as Common
Ragwort.

Ragwort Gall Fly Sphenella marginata: Gall and Maggot . 2nd August 2021
In the garden at home in late July, several distinctive-looking bees were seen visiting
the flowers of Nettle-leaved Bellflower Campanula trachelium. Photographs were
taken, and the bee was later identified by Andy Slater as Bellflower Blunthorn
Bee Melitta haemorrhoidalis. This summer-flying solitary bee collects pollen
exclusively from members of the Bellflower family. Just how common this bee has
become in Birmingham and the Black Country in recent years remains to be seen?
Male Six-belted Clearwings attracted to pheromones on Portway Hill
20th July 2021
On the 23rd of July, in slightly cooler weather conditions, a Wildlife Trust recording day
took place on the Portway Hill site. Many different butterflies and day-flying moths
were recorded on this occasion. They included, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Gatekeeper,
Marbled White, Large White, Small White, Large Skipper, Small Skipper, Common
Blue, Small Tortoiseshell, Shaded Broad-bar, Six-spot Burnet, and Silver Y.
Many of the wildflowers were now in full bloom, some already setting seed. The most
notable plant of the day, and another new species for Portway Hill, were three spikes of
Common Broomrape Orobanche minor, growing among a patch of White Clover
Trifolium repens. This easily overlooked, brown-flowered, parasitic plant is the most
widespread of the broomrapes found in the UK and is found on a range of different
hosts, although it is far from common in Birmingham and the Black Country, with only
a handful of previous records.
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Bellflower Blunthorn Bee Melitta haemorrhoidalis . garden 26th July-2021
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On a mainly cloudy late August day, time was spent collecting seeds from the
numerous Yellow-rattle on the Portway Hill site. A Small Tortoiseshell, a Peacock, and
several Gatekeeper were seen, but by now very few butterflies were still on the wing.
The highlight of this visit was the discovery of a Fork-palped Harvestman
Dicranopalpus ramosus agg. sitting motionless with all legs spread out close to each
other across a leaf and the forked palps stretched out forward. Apparently, this is a
rather late harvestman to appear, the adults rarely seen before mid-August.

thanks for organising this event and bringing along his moth traps go out to Richard
Orton, and to our hosts, Dave, and Wendy Yale at Portway Farm, for giving us the use
of their field to hold the event. Results may be found in the earlier section of this
bulletin (pages 38- 42).

Fork-palped Harvestman Dicranopalpus ramosus agg. 20th August 2021
At the end of August, a colony of between 300 and 500 Small Balsam Impatiens
parviflora plants were discovered growing in a shady woodland strip between the
fairway on Dudley Golf Club and Oakham Road. This low-growing, hairless annual,
with alternate, toothed leaves and small pale-yellow flowers is less invasive than its
larger cousin Himalayan Balsam and becomes a new addition to the Rowley Hills flora.

Moth trapping on Portway Hill. 10th September 2021

Small Balsam Impatiens parviflora - Oakham Road . 30th August 2021
In September as day length shortened a very successful moth trapping event took place
on Portway Hill, with 28 species of moth and 2 species of shield bug recorded. Our
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Centre-barred Sallow Atethmia centrago at Portway Hill moth trap.
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As autumn approached,the fruiting bodies of fungi increasingly began to appear on the
hillside, and particularly common this autumn were Yellow Field Cap Bolbitius
titubens.

Stage 2 of reinstating old coaching road on Portway Hill – autumn/winter 2021

Yellow Field Cap Bolbitius titubens on decomposing grass-cuttings- Bury Hill
Park. 1st November 2021
With autumn and winter months now upon us Friends of Rowley Hills undertook the
restoration of an 80m lost section of double-hedgerow on the Portway Hill site, known
by locals as ‘the old coaching road’, and ‘Church Walk’. This ancient track was
believed to have once continued all the way to St Giles Church, about half a mile away,
until it was lost to quarrying. The following sequence of photographs shows how
clearance work progressed from late October until its completion at the end of
December. It also concludes my report.
Mike Poulton (March 2022)
Stage 3 of reinstating old coaching road on Portway Hill – autumn/winter 2021

Stage 1 of reinstating old coaching road on Portway Hill – autumn/winter 2021
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Stage 4 of reinstating old coaching road on Portway Hill – autumn/winter 2021
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The Environment Agency and the River Tame
With the Barriers, flood mechanism and dam systems nearing completion, the final
pages of the Bulletin are mostly devoted to a sequence of overhead photos taken over
time by Andy Purcell. They give an extraordinary impression of the eternal balance
between the activity of man and machine countered by the all embracing primacy of
nature- casting a healing blanket over the wounded landscape.

March 2019

2018

May 2019

January 2019
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July 2020
October 2019

October 2021
February 2020
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Staffordshire Invertebrate Science Fair 2022

February 2022
Our Thanks go to Andy for his magnificent panoramic photography. As readers will
know, the entire sequence is not here, but a quick return to the 2018 shot will illustrate
the profundity of the changes.

Jenni Wilding and the Editor attended the fair in the University Science Centre again
this year. The exhibits were varied and fascinating. Several hundred members of the
public attended the event (organised by Andy Jukes- who took this photo). Jenni
participated and helped out at the Dipterists Forum stand and the Editor contributed a
display of Parasitic Hymenoptera, with many specimens from the Sandwell Valley. He
also gave a lecture on the subject in the magnificent science theatre . The event is held
annually and is well worth a visit.
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