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Editorial

OFFICERS

The pandemic year of 2020 has had a profoundly disconcerting effect on our
lives, but one consolation has been that the natural world seems to be
performing normally - in fact the only ‘new normal’ phenomenon today has
been the presence of a pair of parakeets on my feeders. These birds very
occasionally appear whenever the regular corvid activity is not apparent. As
soon as my crows are back and on the rare occasions when the magpie gang is
not active, these smart green visitors sneak in to snaffle supplies from the
feeders. Nature is about adaptation and is full of lessons to humans. It is
looking highly likely we shall need to be increasingly careful and imaginative
in thought and deed to ensure we are not suddenly declared redundant by
nature.

PRESIDENT
See Obituaries

VICE-PRESIDENT
Peter Shirley

E

CHAIR
Val Edkins

TREASURER
Sandra Wood

SECRETARY
Margaret Shuker
(0121 357 1067)

MEMBERSHIP
Lynn Poulton

BULLETIN EDITOR

CONTENTS

Mike Bloxham.
(0121 553 3070)

Editorial .... ................................3
The Accounts............................ 4
WEBSITE
Fundraising................................6
Clare Hinchliffe
Our New Chair...........................7
Obituaries..................................8
COMMITTEE
Where now for Nature ?........11
Chris Bird, Gillian Barnard,
River Tame over Time...........14
Mike Poulton,
RSPB Review..........................15
Mike West and Tony Wood
Ornithology..............................16
Ranger Report........................18
EX OFFICIO MEMBER
Matt Hadlington
Notes from Sutton Park .......19
(Sandwell Valley C P Ranger Service) Rowley Hills.............................21
Nature Highlights...................30
NEWSLETTER
Spider Checklist.....................34
David and Judith King
Acknowledgements...............39
Cover: Male Grey Wagtail
FUNDRAISING
Chris and Brenda Bird

David King

Sandnats and a host of friends have been unceasing in gaining consolation from
their surroundings and have done plenty of exploration in (and sometimes a
little beyond) their immediate area. Feeders, binoculars, moth traps and every
sort of camera have been deployed to record sightings.The result has been a
cornucopia of data. Much of this has been reported in our admirable new
newsletter. This is looking to be a regular avenue for immediate news, readers’
letters and short accounts of observations, whilst longer and more detailed
items will appear in the Bulletins. The continuation of meetings via ‘Zoom’ has
been most valuable. This has enabled presentation of interesting talks and
updates on Sandnats ongoing business and we have to thank Jenni Wilding for
hosting the sessions. Whatever happens in the future, such valuable new
technology will cerainly feature in our ‘new normal’.
This edition has been rather hastily assembled. Our sections on full meeting
reports does not exist, because the regulations prohibited us from running the
planned programme of events. We are including the accounts, because these
will have some historical interest for those who may one day be interested in
how societies fared during the pandemic. We have messages from officers,
obituaries and out Vice-President Peter Shirley provides us with his unique
assessment of nature conservation matters as they currently stand. There is a
shortened section on ornithology updating the picture for 2020 and we have
some extended narrative from our usual contributors about what they have been
up to during recent months, including striking pictures from Andy Purcell to
show how the river Tame flood prevention scheme has progressed over time.
Craig Slawson who died last year was the first EcoRecord Officer and did much
work on the digitisation of the Valley sites. In memory of his huge contribution
to our work, we hope to compile a checklist of the fauna and flora of the Valley
so we have a formal record of your great achievements for posterity. One part the Spiders of the Sandwell Valley - is included in this report. Craig was a
nationally notable spider expert and introduced me to their study.

ISSN 1367-7039
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The Accounts
Sandwell Valley Naturalists

BALANCE AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2019

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the Year To 31st
December 2020

REPRESENTED BY:
Na�onal Westminster Current Account

INCOME
Membership & Visitors
Donations
Sundry Receipts
Refreshments
Raffles

2020
528
10
22
89

2019
646
6

2792.05

Na�onal Westminster Reserve Account

4856.69
£7,648.74

42
165
111
4
5
658

Bank Interest
Publications
Back Copies of Old Publications
Committee Collection
Winterbourne
Margaret's Garden Party
Fund Raising (Plants)
5
Christmas Bug Hut/Auction

207
10
154
484
65
703
1572

LESS

Excess of Expenditure over income

649.41
£6,999.33

BALANCE AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2020
REPRESENTED BY:
Na�onal Westminster Current Account

2138.37

Na�onal Westminster Reserve Account

4860.96

EXPENDITURE
Room Rental
Printing, Stationery & Postage
BTCV-Membership & Insurance
Wildlife Trust Fee
Lecturers' Fees & Donations
Pond Survey Expenses
Photo Competition
Leaflets
Web Site *
Excess of Income Over Expenditure
for the Year

280
750
112
30
25
30
81
1308

280
680
112
30
117
143
50
40
1452

(650)

120

£6,999.33
Note *
In 2020 We had to pay extra for the Domain name: Cost 23.98
Hos�ng Cost 28.74
52.72
The 2021 invoice came earlier than normal and in
The circumstances, we decided to pay immediately
Hos�ng Cost 28.34
Total payment 81.06

I have prepared this statement of Income and Expenditure for the year
ended 31st December 2020 from books and records maintained,
information supplied and explanations given and certify that it is in
accordance therewith.
Mr John Adkinson 26/02/2021
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Fundraising

Introducing our New Chair.

Brenda and Chris Bird
Like everyone, we have not been able to have live fund-raising events.
Fortunately ‘Sandnats’ is in a reasonably good financial position, but this can
change.
Subscriptions still need to be paid in spite of lack of physical meetings.
Donations from members are important.
On-line auctions and ‘Bring and Buy’ events need consideration.

Valerie Edkins has recently taken over as Chair of Sandnats. It is
great to see someone who has participated so well in our activities,
most notably in fundraising and freshwater survey, in this
important post. We all knew of her energy and dedication to local
conservation issues in Sot’s Hole during the formative period of the
‘Friends of Sot’s Hole’. Always an optimist and ready to take the
initiative in a number of emerging issues, we wish her well during
the coming challenging times facing us.

Monthly draws with members buying tickets at a given set price may be
considered.
All ideas welcomed.
The Newsletter is now an ideal platform for further discussions. Chris and
Brenda are already using it for fundraising news. Below-happy days!(Ed)

Your Committee

This is currently as given, but recently has not been able to meet
face to face (or mask to mask?)Secretary Margaret Shuker has done
a great job in coordinating thoughts and purveying information. We
have enjoyed hearing from so many different members and have
admired the mutual support systems that have evolved.Times
change and we have to change with them. Younger Sandnats
members have coped admirably, but recent months have been hard
on some older ones . The death of John Shrimpton means that we
need to find a new President.
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Obituaries

same enthusiasm was also shown in his love of the birds and animals there. He
was an avid reader and collector of snippets of information.

John Shrimpton

John loved the local community within which he had many friends. He had an
allotment at Newton Street and his association with West Bromwich Ramblers
was central to his life, both during and after his working years. His devotion to
local wildlife study and nature conservation saw him become President of
SANDNATS for over 45 years, almost exactly half of his life. He rarely missed
a meeting until recent times saw his mobility seriously impaired and he could no
longer drive his car. Recent national emergencies restricting all travel added to
his difficulties, as did the loss of friends and his declining health, all of which he
bore with fortitude.
A very local man with broad interests and a wide outlook, John’s 87 years were
lived to the full. Resolute and cheerful in disposition, he was a charming
companion to so many who knew him. He was one of the best representatives of
an earlier way of life and of a generation fast receding into history.
Peter Shirley and Mike Bloxham

Terry Parker
John was born in 1933 and died peacefully at his home on March 9th 2021. He
was an only child and lived in Kinith’s Way with his parents, and later by
himself, for his entire life. To those unfamiliar with him, this might have
indicated an unadventurous person, but John was actually a great traveller, both
locally in West Bromwich and also to many more distant places. Even so the
family was closely involved in the life of West Bromwich and John was no
exception. He was closely interested in the proceedings of the council, in
particular, with any outcomes likely to adversely affect wildlife conservation in
the Sandwell Valley. He was a regular at all the meetings of the West Bromwich
Institute (an influential organisation for many years) and knew many capable of
influencing local policies. He may well have played a part in ensuring that Sot’s
Hole Local Nature Reserve came into being by strenuously opposing a
suggestion many years previously that it be used for tipping of rubbish.
His many interests included poetry and John could recite many classical poems.
He loved classical music, attending concerts in his earlier years. Those visiting
his house would often hear music in the background before being invited to tour
the garden and see the treasured wide range of wild and cultivated flowers. The
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Terry died from pancreatic cancer on January 26th at the age of 74. He had lived
on his own for a number of years following a busy life as a draughtsman at
Kenrick and Jefferson (West Bromwich). He was a dedicated ornithologist, who
went on numerous trips with our bird watchers Mike & Ann West and Bob &
Alicia Normand in earlier times and he was also well known to Dave Saunders
and Pete Hackett.

9

Until the first 2020 lockdown, Andy Purcell saw Terry most Saturday mornings on his
weekly birding visit to the RSPB and they always passed the time of day chatting
about the local bird sightings. Andy also knew that in his later years, Terry had found
it increasingly more difficult to continue producing his wonderful pen sketches and art
work. He was a superb black and white illustrator whose work appeared in several
publications. Some of his finest work can be found in the West Midlands Bird Club
Reports and Sandnats Bulletins have included many of his pictures. Knowledgeable
but enigmatic, Terry was probably typical of many artists. Fortunately part of his
legacy remains with us and, as editor of the Bulletin, I possess a number of his
original drawings

Andy Purcell and Mike Bloxham

Norman Neal.
Norman Neal was born in Old Hill in 1949 and was educated at Rowley
Regis Grammar School. He left the area when he was 18, spending twenty
years in Sheffield, but his heart was in the Black Country. He took an MA in
landscape archaeology at Sheffield University, and for his final dissertation
he selected the industrial archaeology of Bumble Hole and Warren's Hall
Local Nature Reserve. He was a volunteer and trustee of Bumble Hole
Conservation Group, and his dissertation led to him producing a video,
audio trails and booklets of walks around the site, which are available at the
Visitor Centre. He became a Sandnats member in 2015, and when Mike
Poulton told him about a colony of chimney sweeper moth on the LNR, with
its food source of Pignut being threatened by encroaching bracken, Norman
decided to go back to his roots as a biologist, and carry out a scientific
survey of the locations of moth, pignut and bracken and try and establish the
impact of bracken on moth survival. He was expecting to do another season
until Covid-19 restrictions stopped everything. He had also loved the Wyre
Forest and on discovering his days were numbered, walked there as often as
he could. Norman died on 12th January 2021. His motto was 'Carpe Diem'
and he really did try to pack everything in to each day as though there was
no tomorrow.

Where Now for Nature ? The Churn of Change
The natural world we are told, continues to be under constant threat, species
declining, habitats disappearing, the ecosystems on which we all depend
compromised. The origin of Covid - 19, which may or may not have been in a
wild animal, is held up as an example of our dysfunctional relationship with the
natural world. Meanwhile the economic and social disruption Covid is causing
adds to the pressures on wildlife. Against marginal gains from less human
activity, such as reduced emissions of carbon dioxide, has to be set the losses
occasioned by curtailment of conservation work. The whole sector is suffering
from reduced funding, furloughing of staff, suspension of volunteer work
parties, and loss of income from membership and in visitor centres, shops and
cafes.
The quoted loss of income is staggering: the National Trust, which of course
spends its money on other than nature conservation, says it has lost income of
£200 million because of Corona virus. Just consider that a moment, it has lost
£200 million. The Wildlife Trusts estimated that their losses were about £10
million per month during the first lockdown At the same time European Union
(EU) grants are no longer available (see below). This gives you an idea of how
much money is, or at least was, coming into the conservation sector. Some
charities are reducing staff, for example Plantlife from 75 to 60 or fewer, and
major projects like Back From the Brink are in danger of folding.
The sometimes more ponderous mainstream organisations, such as those
mentioned above are also facing increased competition for funds from smaller
and often single-issue groups taking advantage of on-line opportunities like
crowd-funding. Taking the financial pressures on organisations together with the
parlous state of nature, writer Mark Cocker has called for the creation of a
National Environmentalists’ Union to bring together what is described as the
fragmented NGOs, and give them a single voice. This has been a recurring
theme amongst commentators for a long time, the long-established Wildlife
Link originally being a partial response to this. It is my personal experience that
the major NGOs, such as the Wildlife Trusts and the RSPB, do indeed come
together at different times and for different purposes according to circumstances.
A new standing body with attendant bureaucracy and drain on human resources
is hardly likely to help now.
At the same time, both because of leaving the EU and climate change, we are
witnessing the greatest upheaval for many years regarding policy, legislation
and regulation. Fortunately, the EU designated Natura 2000 sites have, often
overlapping, UK designations as well, such as National Nature Reserve or SSSI.
Even so the Government has many decisions to make. One thing that has to be
negotiated and implemented is a whole new system of support for landowners
and farmers to replace Common Agriculture Policy funding, called the
Environment Land Management Scheme. It is promised that this will be linked
to environmental improvement – public money for public goods.

Lynn Poulton

10

11

The tensions persist between those who want to do away with ‘red tape’ and
those who want strong protection and more funding for nature, and air, water
and soil quality. The former have recently had a small victory with the approval
for use of a previously banned neonicotinoid. This is thiamethoxam and both the
National Farmers’ Union and British Sugar have lobbied for its use to protect
sugar beet seeds from a virus. On the other hand, a piece of good news is the
recent creation of a Government funded £10 million green recovery fund
supporting nature-based solutions to climate change problems. Best to bear in
mind though that in recent years the Government has systematically reduced
funding for nature-related projects and activities by far more than is now being
made available.
The framework and context for debate about all this should be provided by the
Environment Bill, but that is only making slow progress through a Parliament
necessarily focused on dealing with the impacts of the pandemic. In January this
year the Bill’s progress was delayed for the third time, and it will not now pass
into law before autumn at the earliest.
So, are there any glimmers of hope? Well, to be mischievous, I wonder if the
nature conservation sector’s reduced management activity might be just as good
for wildlife overall as others say it is bad. I have long fretted about the ‘super
gardening’ management of small nature reserves (full disclosure, I stand guilty
myself of this) and am much more in favour of the landscape scale strategic
approach to providing the right conditions for nature and natural processes to
thrive. To be fair this is not an either/or thing so much as finding the right
balance between the two.
Then I wonder if the declines which have been widely reported are the
ecological Armageddon we are told they are. Considering that there are more
unknown than known species in the world do we really have a handle on the
true position? Bad news and talk of crisis will always lever more research grants
than good news, but maybe that’s just me being cynical. What is true is that as
each year passes the number of recognised species increases, the new ones far
outnumbering the extinctions.

In the face of all this I remain optimistic however. Nature is resilient and works
to much longer timescales than we do. It is also completely indifferent to our
preferences and prejudices. Our favourite orchid or butterfly may disappear
from a well-loved locality, but at the same time a couple of, to us, nondescript
and unseen little insects might arrive or expand their populations there. We seek
for, and claim there is, a mythical ‘balance of nature’, which basically means the
things we like in the places we like them to be. There is no balance; nature is in
a constant churn of change and will survive.
Peter Shirley (Vice President)

The Pandemic and the Valley
Further to the resilience of nature, it will probably need a little extra human
assistance to apply some first aid in the Priory Woods area. The Sandwell Valley
has been widely praised as a wonderful healing resource for thousands of local
people taking outdoor exercise during recent months.
Families have enjoyed exploring the woods, but unfortunately footfall has been
so heavy that a network of numerous desire lines has appeared through some
sensitive areas in the eastern compartments and around the pool surrounds.Many
of the formal paths have expanded in width, with fringe areas heavily trampled.
Examples of this can be seen below. More photography is planned to see how
effectively nature deals with the situation.
In spite of this it was very pleasing to see that very little litter had been left by
the explorers and deliberate damage was almost non existent.
Editor

Other factors though are now in play. Lockdown and the constraints on taking
holidays have made the accessibility and quality of local greenspaces more
important than ever. Go into the Valley, or Sutton Park just now and you will
probably find many more people there than used to be the case. The work done
over many years to engage people with and protect these and many other places
is now paying off in a very big way. Unfortunately though, as demonstrated last
summer, this is often not good for wildlife. The damage and disturbance caused
by, amongst other things, loose dogs, litter and fires, puts even more pressure on
animals, birds and insects.
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The River Tame ‘Barrier’ over Time

RSPB Sandwell Valley 2020 report
It has been a challenging year, but one thing that didn’t deviate from normal has
been the wildlife around us and the joy it provides.
At the reserve we started the year on a high; we were expecting to reach record
numbers for visitor and school groups and the reserve was looking great with
the newly landscaped islands on the lake awaiting the breeding season.
Unfortunately, our focus quickly changed to how to keep visitors and the team
safe on site, putting in wider passing places on the paths to enable distancing
and lots of signage amongst other things.
Our wonderful wildlife wasn’t terribly perturbed though, and spring marched
on. Two oystercatcher chicks were raised on the islands alongside five pairs of
lapwing. A new solitary bee for the site Andrena denticulata was discovered by
Mike Bloxham and Green-veined White, plus the much scarcer Clouded Yellow
butterfly were recorded. Little Egrets became a daily sight and a Great White
Egret was frequently dropping in.Another success for the year was the increase
in floristic diversity particularly in the meadow near the animal shape viewing
screen. This has been an ongoing project of supressing the grass and reseeding
with wildflowers for several years and it finally provided beautiful results. There
was a wonderful display of Viper’s Bugloss, Agrimony, Chamomile, Bistort and
more, all buzzing with insect life. Thanks go to Andy P. For the Marsh photo.
We are now looking forward to the rest of 2021 and being able to resume some
visitor - facing activities. This will start with re-opening our drinks and snacks
takeaway offer. Please check our website and social media for updates.

The Sandwell Valley has undergone some most profound changes during the
lifetime of most members. This Environment Agency initiative to reduce the
danger of future flooding downstream is one of the most significant ones. The
project has been very well recorded by Andy Purcell and his ‘drone’. Top left
shows Sandnats representatives about to have a tour of the unfolding project in
May 2018 and at the top right we see the ongoing work to remove the
temporary river diversion channel during 2020. The work has progressed further
in the lower left photo and a recent photo taken on a snowy scene in January
2021 concludes the set. Much work on site refurbishment with conservation in
mind is now taking place, but there are still plenty of additional features to
appear, one being the construction of a footbridge across the Tame near the
RSPB reserve boundary. Such changes may radically increase the footfall
through the Reserve and this will bring its own challenges. Current
improvements to the cycling tracks near the Park Farm entrance to the Valley
may also eventually extend to the portion adjoining the Reserve. (Editor)
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Ornithology
Ed.The January to October records are to be found in the Sandnats Bulletin
vol. 42 no.2. Those for the remaining two months are here. The records for the
first part of the current year (2021) will appear in the Autumn edition. We are
indebted to Dave Saunders and the team for the report and to Pete Hackett for
the excellent photos. Spot the Goldeneye, the Green Sandpiper, the Albino
Greylag and the Mandarin!
November
The month got off to a good start with the Cetti's Warbler by the sluice, a
Chiffchaff by the bench, a Raven over Monk’s Meadow and a Peregrine was
causing mayhem at Forge Mill. On the 2nd, there was a Chiffchaff between Ice
House and the Motorway. The 3rd saw a “female type” Stonechat in Swan Pool
Meadow, the Green Sandpiper was back in the marsh, later to be joined by a
second bird and a Peregrine was over Monk’s Meadow. On the 5th, a Chiffchaff
was in Salter’s Lane. A possible Yellow browed Warbler was heard briefly on the
7th but couldn't be relocated. On the 8th the Chiffchaff was still in Salter’s Lane and
a Woodcock was flushed along the river by the Newton Road. On the 11th, the
Cetti's was still vocal near the sluice and a Crossbill flew over Forge Hill. A
Whooper Swan flew over Newton Road paddocks on the 12th and a Stonechat was
seen at Salter´s Lane.
The 14thsaw the Cetti’s Warbler in the marsh and on the 15th, we still had a
Chiffchaff there.The 16th saw a Stonechat in Salter´s Lane and 2 Greylag Geese
were in Dartmouth Park.The Green Sandpiper was back in the marsh on the 18th.
On the 20th, 300 Pink Footed Geese flew over Forge Mill, 3 Jack Snipe were at the
marsh and our first Common Gull of the autumn was on the R.S.P.B. reserve
islands. On the 23rd, a Red Kite flew over Swan Pool and on the 24th, we recorded
an adult Yellow -legged Gull at Forge Mill. The 26thsaw three Ravens over Forge
Mill. The 27th saw our first Goldeneye of this autumn/winter with a female on
Swan Pool and on the 28th, a male Goldeneye joined her. On the 29th, a Chiffchaff
was at Hill Top and the last day of the month saw a Pheasant on the Golf Course,
but otherwise it was very quiet.

Tawny Owl was seen in Sot's Hole. On the 5th we noted four Woodcock,
with one seen over Forge Mill Farm as well as three birds being flushed at Hill Top.
A Peregrine was also seen at Hill Top with a Jack Snipe on the Bund. On the 8thwe
recorded female Brambling around Forge Mill and a Common Gull with a leg ring
JL263 was back with us for its second winter. On the 12th a Yellow Legged Gull was
on the island, a Raven was seen over the marsh and the Cetti's Warbler was still vocal
near the sluice. The 13th gave us a male Pintail at Forge Mill as well as a Raven and a
Great White Egret flew over Hill Sixty. On the 15th three Goldeneye were seen on
Swan Pool and 2 Common Gull were at Forge Mill. The 18th gave us a pair of
Mandarin briefly at Forge Mill and a Raven flew over. On the 20th, we still had a male
Mandarin on Forge Mill and a male Blackcap at Hill Top. The 22ndgave us 60 Snipe
and 11 Jack Snipe on the reserve and a Chiffchaff was noted at Hill Top. On the 24th a
Great White Egret was on the reserve and a Woodcock was along the double hedge
behind the centre. On the 27thwe recorded five Goldeneye on Swan Pool. On the 29th a
Great White Egret was over Forge Mill Lake. On the 30th the Great White Egret
roosted at Forge Mill and a Tawny Owl was at Hill Sixty. On December 31st a Tawny
Owl was heard calling near Salter's Lane and the Cetti's warbler was still with us.

Some of the best counts included: 300 Jackdaw, 150 Carrion Crow, 120 Wood
Pigeon,120 Ring- necked Parakeet, 80 Redwing, 60 Starling, 57 Redpoll, 35
Magpie, 30 House Sparrow, 30 Fieldfare, 25 Blackbird, 13 Jay, 12 Pied Wagtail,
11 Goldcrest and 7 Skylark.
We recorded 87 species in the Month with two additions taking us to 140 species
for the year to date.
December
The month got off to a promising start with the pair of Goldeneye still on Swan
Pool and a Woodcock at the golf course. The 2nd gave us the Cetti's Warbler in
the marsh, a Chiffchaff near the river, Great White Egret on the reserve and a
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Ranger Report 2020

Events and Wildlife adventures

For obvious reasons this year’s Ranger Report will be rather short. Apologies,
but there’s not much we can really say.

Ed: Even with all normal activity somewhat compromised, our people still
engaged in plenty of wildlife centred activities.This section hears about some of
them.

The national Lockdown at the beginning of the year meant that our plans for the
year’s work had to be put on the back burner. No volunteer sessions could take
place, our staff were on reduced hours for several months and no school visits
or public events were possible due to the restrictions.
A vast increase in the numbers of visitors to all our sites across the Borough
meant that resources were stretched more than usual. The great majority of our
time was spent on “people management” and basic maintenance tasks.
We had our fingers firmly crossed for a more productive 2021, but at the time of
writing, the situation hasn’t changed and doesn’t look like doing so for the first
half of the year. Hopefully we can get back to something approaching normal as
the scenario continues to unfold. In the meantime we can just say we hope all of
you are - and continue - to stay safe and well.
Sandwell Countryside Rangers

Richard Orton’s notes from Sutton Park
At the best of times, I spend a lot of time in Sutton Park and this only increased
under the strictures of the various lock-downs. This was definitely a guilty
pleasure, as the Park falls outside my home borough, separated from Walsall by
the chasm that is Thornhill Road, and I never could get my head around only
being out of the house for my “hour of exercise”. So I carried on visiting and
observed with horror as more and more people piled in. The rangers likened it
to having a whole series of bank holidays strung together. Despite the
multitudes, the animals and plants just got on with life - there was plenty to see.
The year started with good numbers of ducks on all the pools, with male and
female Goosanders regularly seen on the deeper pools. Longmoor Pool
attracted the greatest variety of wildfowl, including Teal and Gadwall. Little
Egrets are also becoming more frequent and I have seen them on each of the
pools, but never consistently.

Richard Williams, Hayley Crump and Matt Hadlington.
Ed: Our rangers deserve our support as they make the best of a very difficult
situation with reduced resources. So many routine tasks have to be carried out.
Here we see expectant livestock in Europa Paddock!

As the year progressed, the sun came out and the temperature increased, the
insects started to appear. It seemed to be a good year for Orange-tip and Small
Tortoiseshell butterflies particularly. Emperor moths could be glimpsed dashing
across the heather at the end of April. By then, most of the migrant birds were
back, including eight or nine singing Willow Warblers across the birch scrub and
two or three Tree Pipits in the Longmoor valley. There were also reports of a
Cuckoo.
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June 23rd was an auspicious night as Jenni and I set the moth traps in the Park
for the first time that year. It was a lovely evening, the first after lock-down
ended, when it appeared that every patch of grass was thronged with people,
definitely not in groups of six and certainly not socially distanced. The moths
were excellent too, with over 40 species caught, including two never seen in
the Park before.

The first was the Pine Hawk-moth (above left), was not unexpected, as it has
been colonising northwards and has been found in other parts of Warwickshire
and on Cannock Chase. It ought to be in the Valley, and would be worth
hunting for if some suitable pines could be located. The other was the Double
Line (above right), which normally resides in the West country and for which
there are only a couple of records for Warwickshire, about ten years ago. What
is even more remarkable is that we caught six! After this, mothing continued on
a regular basis for the rest of the season. We never reached the same heights
again, although on 7th August, we did catch a spectacular longhorn beetle,
Arhopalus rusticus (below), new to Sutton Park and only the second record for
Birmingham and the Black Country.

The focus shifted to birds towards the end of the summer, the first highlight being
able to watch a Hobby for about half an hour as it hunted dragonflies over
Longmoor pool. This was followed by an influx of migrating birds stopping off to
rest and feed on their journey south. Redstarts and Spotted Flycatchers were
particularly abundant, but the star was a beautiful male Red-backed Shrike, which
took up residence in some crab apple trees for about three weeks and attracted
birders and photographers fro far and wide.
Fortunately one of these was Andy P! This was a fitting climax to a weird year.

The Ecological adventures of Mike Poulton
Ed: some of us may have thought we had done a reasonably good job of
recording wildlife over the pandemic period. Just wait until you have read
THIS !!
Wildlife sightings on Rowley Hills 2020
During January, February and March 2020, volunteering days with the Wildlife
Trust for Birmingham and the Black Country were focussed on the Portway Hill
site, thinning hawthorn, blackthorn, and bramble to preserve the open grassland
habitat for the plants, butterflies and other invertebrates found here. The
lockdown in March, unfortunately brought an end to volunteering and
everything had to be put on hold.
During a walk across the hillside on a sunny morning in early March, the
fleeting glimpse of a Brimstone butterfly flying across the site, and several
recently emerged from hibernation Small Tortoiseshells on the bramble
thickets was a good indication that spring was well on the way. A closer look
at the fire site, where last year we had burned the debris from our hawthorn
thinning efforts, showed that a dense covering of moss was now covering the
ground, and surrounding the moss was a ring of Spear Thistle rosettes. As there
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are no mature Spear Thistles growing anywhere nearby, the only explanation I
could come up with was that they had germinated from seeds that had lay
dormant in the seedbank for who knows how long, and the heat from the fire
had triggered the germination.

Pellet on site

Old bonfire site recolonisation by mosses and Spear Thistle
Further into the site, beneath one of the onduline mats that had been placed at
the base of the old dry stone wall, I exposed a Bank Vole nest, the occupant of
the nest quickly disappearing into the nearby undergrowth immediately the mat
was lifted.
By the middle of March, a few plants were already in bloom on the hillside. On
a morning walk, Common Whitlow-grass, Hairy Bitter-cress, Wood Avens, and
Gorse were seen. A solitary specimen of Italian Lords-and-Ladies, growing at
the base of a hawthorn bush, was later confirmed as a new plant record for the
Portway Hill site. Unlike the leaves of our native Lords-and-Ladies, the marbled
leaves of this non-native Arum appear during the winter months, only to die
down as spring arrives.
Rowley Hills bird sightings this month included Kestrel, Sparrowhawk,
Buzzard, Goldfinch, Chaffinch, House Sparrow, Dunnock, Robin, Great Tit,
Blue Tit, Blackbird, Lesser Black-backed Gull and Herring Gull.
On one of the Portway Hill site visits towards the end of the month, Tom
Hartland-Smith from the Wildlife Trust, found an owl pellet on top of one of the
old fence posts. Owl pellets comprise all the parts of an owl’s prey that cannot
be digested, mainly bones and fur which cannot pass through an owl’s digestive
tract and are instead regurgitated as a neat package. From this, two interesting
pieces of information could be gleaned. The first one being that an owl has been
using the hills, and the second one tells us what it has been eating! We are
uncertain of the species of owl, but it is most likely a Tawny, or possibly a Barn
Owl. Back at the Trust Tom dissected the pellet to discover what the owl had
eaten and found that it was a vole species which he was able to reconstruct
almost its entire skeleton.
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Overview of owl pellet dissection.
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In early April, following my butterfly transect route, Small Tortoiseshells,
Orange-tip, Speckled Wood, and Small White were seen. The following week,
Green-veined White, Peacock, and Red Admiral, and the day-flying moth
Burnet Companion were added to the list. Towards the end of the month, one of
the local birders reliably informed me that he had seen Whitethroat and Lesser
Whitethroat on the hillside, confirming their return from sub-Saharan Africa and
Asia to breed here.
The customary Dawn Chorus event on Portway Hill did not go ahead this May,
but undeterred, and strictly observing social distancing, three of us met on the
hillside at 04.45am and listed the different birds. Our tally this year was 27
species either seen or heard.

June this year began as May had ended, particularly warm and dry with daytime
temperatures rising to 24°c. The warm and dry weather was short-lived however,
and by the 3rd of the month cooler and more unsettled conditions had arrived.
Butterfly numbers on the Portway Hill site were now increasing and by the 13th
the first Large Skipper and Ringlet of the season had been seen. After an appeal to
Sandwell Council in early 2019 telling them about Chimney Sweeper moths
being present in the grassland on Bury Hill Park, for the second year running, the
grass was left uncut. A walk through the grassland in search of moths revealed
hundreds of Pignuts flowering and already setting seed, but unfortunately, on this
occasion no Chimney Sweeper moths could were detected. Perhaps it was week or
so too early for them?

By the second week of May the whole hillside had turned white with hawthorn
blossom, and Small Heath butterflies were starting to show. Towards the middle
of the month, a Green Hairstreak, uncommon locally, was a welcome addition to
my butterfly list.
In the final week of May, on a sunny and very warm Friday morning, local
butterfly breeder, Paul Dunn and I released 20+ of his 'pre-mated' female Wall
Browns, along with an equal number of males, in the grassland immediately in
front of the rockface on the Wildlife Trust owned land. As soon as they were
released, without exception, they all alighted on nearby Oxeye Daisy flowers for
a feed of nectar. From this late-May release we were anticipating a second brood
emerging on the hillside in September.
Pignut Conopodium majus in fruit on Bury Hill Park 15-06-2020
By the middle of this month, Small Heath numbers were increasing and Marbled
White and Meadow Brown were now appearing on the Portway Hill site. It was
also encouraging to see more Small Tortoiseshells than in recent years. A search
of the Trust-owned land was rewarded with the discovery of 8 Bee Orchid
flowering spikes. A few days later, Six-belted Clearwing pheromones were
placed near to patches of Bird’s-foot Trefoil, resulting in six male clearwings
lured to the pheromones within a short space of time. The end of June is
traditionally the best time for butterflies on this site and 2020 proved to be no
exception. On a visit on the 23rd, 14 species of butterflies and day-flying moths
were recorded.

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera release on Portway hill SINC 29-05-20
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The weather in July was rather disappointing with many days overcast and dull
and not particularly good for searching out wildlife. On the 10th huge cheers
went up around the Black Country as UNESCO officially declared the Black
Country as a "global geopark". Celebrations of this historic event unfortunately
had to be kept low key due to the Coronavirus pandemic, but hopefully we can
rejoice in full when things return to normal. The rockface on Portway Hill is
now called Geosite 23.Later in the month, on a sunny morning, I visited the

25

small flora-rich paddock near Warren’s Hall Riding Stables, the timing of the
visit coinciding nicely with the flora of this tiny paddock being at its flowering
best. Betony, Harebell, Devil’s-bit Scabious, Field Scabious, Lady’s Bedstraw,
Black Knapweed, and Ragwort were all now in flower. This paddock, and the
paddock adjacent to it, are without doubt the two best places to see Devil’s-bit
Scabious in Sandwell, and through Matt Darby and Matt Hadlington,
Sandwell Council are now aware of their ecological importance. When Matt
Hadlington made a visit I informed him that members of the Friends group
would carry out any work that was necessary to retain the paddock’s
interesting flora and fauna.
Eristalis pertinax on Hemp Agrimony 14-08-2020

Common Stripe-back Helophilus pendulus in flora-rich meadow 30-08-2020
As September arrived, the anticipated second brood of Wall Brown butterflies
from the release in May unfortunately never materialised, or at least, none could
be found. Was the release site unsuitable and the mated females had simply left
the site and deposited their eggs elsewhere? This is a possibility, or is there more
to it than this? The reasons for the general decline of Wall Brown butterfly from
many of their former inland sites remains a bit of a mystery.
Hornet Mimic Volucella inanis on Devil's-bit Scabious in flora rich meadow
14-08-2020
August, in contrast to July, was particularly good for invertebrates on Rowley
Hills. During visits to various hillside sites this month, Green Shield Bug
Palomena prasina, Hairy Shield Bug Dolycoris baccarum, Dock Bug Coreus
marginatus, Common Stripe-back Helophilus pendulus, Tapered Drone fly
Eristalis pertinax, Myothropa florea and Lesser Hornet Hoverfly Volucella
inanis were seen and photographed.
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During September, the Friends of Rowley Hills group began to clear an
advancing thicket of blackthorn that was spreading in all directions at an
alarming rate. This was an arduous task as blackthorn twigs form straight side
shoots which develop into thorns and need to be treated with respect. The
branches were first lopped to leave poles, and then the debris was raked out and
piled up ready for burning. The poles were then reduced to ground-level and the
stumps systematically treated with weedkiller, leaving the substantial piles of
arisings ready to be burned. The task took longer than anticipated and it was
well into October by the time the work had been accomplished. Within weeks of
completion, 1000s of wildflower seedlings were emerging from the seedbank in
the area once covered in blackthorn.
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Site of cleared blackthorn
During October and November fungi were starting to appear on the hillside and
on one visit, Shaggy Parasol Chlorophyllum rhacodes, Blackening Waxcap
Hygrocybe conica, Pleated Ink-cap Parasola plicatilis, and the bonfire site
specialist Tephrocybe anthracophila were recorded. Another interesting find in
October was the larvae of a Knot Grass moth on a Dogwood leaf on the Portway
Hill site.
Pleated Inkcap Parasola plicatilis (top left).Blackening Waxcap Hygrocybe
conica (top right). Shaggy Parasol Chlorophyllum rhacodes (lower left).
Knot Grass Acronicta rumicis larva on Dogwood (lower right).

Volunteering day with the Wildlife Trust 12-12-2020
Tephrocybe anthracophila on bonfire site
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During November and December, hawthorn and bramble thinning continued in
the meadow near the top of Portway Hill where the hawthorn encroachment is
particularly bad. This is an ongoing task we have been working on since 2016.
In December volunteering days with the Wildlife Trust became possible again.
With Geosite 23 now being an attraction for visitors, clearing vegetation along
the base of the rock-face and on the rockface itself, was the main priority.
Mike Poulton
Ed. All the photographs in this and the next ar�cle were taken by their authors.

Nature Highlights from 2020
Ed. Jenni Wilding has to be considered one of the most active naturalists
currently operating on our patch . READ ON !!
Last year could in no way be described as ‘normal’, but while it has in many
ways been a challenging time, with many planned activities unable to go ahead,
one of the positives for me was having some extra free time to devote to
recording in the local area.

Oystercatchers from the RSPB reserve foraging...this place is looking so much
better as nature slowly takes over. While collecting a lovely Gymnocheta viridis
fly from a tree trunk near the edge of the golf course I noticed what I thought of
at the time as a ‘giant ant’ on the tree trunk. After securing the fly, my attempt to
capture the ant for a better look ended in failure as it dropped off the tree trunk
and I was unable to locate it on the ground. Fortunately, a closer examination of
the ground nearby revealed several ‘giant ant’ workers scurrying about, and I
was able to collect one. Mike Bloxham subsequently identified this for me as
Formica fusca, also known as the Dusky Ant.
My favourite Soldierfly of the year (doesn’t everyone have a favourite
Soldierfly of the year!?) has to be the impressive Stratiomys potamida - the
Banded General Soldierfly,(picture lower right). I found this on Hogweed during
a cycle ride to Priory Woods following a tip off from Mike Bloxham that this
would be a good place to look. This is a beautifully marked fly, and I just love
the antennae! On this trip I also photographed a nice Scorpion Fly (picture upper
right) , but please note Scorpion Flies are from the Order Mecoptera and not
actually flies, but are interesting looking creatures nonetheless.

In April, the City Nature Challenge event still went ahead. Although it was no
longer billed as a competition, it turned out that Birmingham came in 13th place
in the world! Originally there was a programme of recording events planned to
go ahead at RSPB Sandwell Valley, which of course had to be cancelled. Instead
of these, I focussed on recording in my back garden over the 4 day period, with
an additional jog around Forge Mill Lake armed with a camera. Records had to
be logged on to iNaturalist, preferably with a photo so that they could be
verified. The idea was to record as many species as possible, so I included quite
a lot of common plants and birds - this led to my jog around Forge Mill Lake
being very ‘stop-start’! I am pleased to report that out of 283 observers across
Birmingham & the Black Country I ended up in a respectable 21st place, with
157 observations of 96 species. Ecorecord was in top place of course. I enjoyed
the fun of being able to spend 4 days just pottering about recording....I had a
moth trap out for one night and even pond dipped my back garden pond. One of
the highlights for me was a Heringia vitripennis Hoverfly, which needed some
detailed examination under the microscope to identify. Other highlights were a
Dark-bordered Beefly (picture at upper left in the group opposite) in the garden,
and a Lime Hawkmoth (picture lower left opposite) in the moth trap.
I just happened to have a sweep net and a few pots with me on several of my
exercise walks....one such walk in May included a stroll around the edge of the
now disused Hilltop Golf Course, where I was able to observe a couple of the
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I have also had time last year to do quite a bit of moth trapping in my back
garden, having managed to borrow the moth trap we usually use at the RSPB
reserve. Once we were able to meet a few other people a couple of sessions on
the Hilltop area with Richard Orton and David Blyth were also possible. Results
of these moth trapping sessions will be detailed in a separate report. I do have to
mention one notable moth from my garden trap here though. I am pleased to
report that I recorded an Orange Footman moth in May, which according to
Ecorecord is a first record for the Birmingham area.

The Moth Report
Ed. Nearly all the macro moths recorded during the time when Bob and Alicia
Normand were actively trapping have now been re-discovered in recent times .
Pugs are not so well covered and generally moth numbers may be down, but most
species can evidently still be found and that is good news!
For obvious reasons, there was no moth trapping at the RSPB reserve in 2020. I
was luckily able to borrow the Mercury Vapour trap and used it mainly to trap in
my back garden during lockdown. Later on in the summer, as restrictions eased,
I was able to meet with Richard and Dave to conduct a couple of trapping events
(with social distancing and plenty of hand sanitiser of course) in the Hilltop
Fields area. I will report on these first, and then go on to summarise my garden
trapping.
nd

The first of our Hilltop Fields trappings was on 22 July. The location chosen
was in one of the lower fields on the opposite side of the stream from Grestone
Avenue. We ran two traps (Mercury Vapour and Actinic), and saw a total of 51
moth species of which 43 were macro moths. Most numerous was the Dun-bar
with a total of 14 captured, followed by the Ear Moth agg. (11 individuals).
Moths of particular interest were the Blackneck (local status), a Little Emerald,
four Peach Blossom and seven Black Arches.
For the second of our outings to Hilltop Fields, we chose a different location,
near a large stand of Rosebay Willowherb (thus I have decided to name this
small field Rosebay Field!), in the hope that Elephant Hawkmoths might put in
an appearance. Sadly, that was not to be, but two lovely Poplar Hawkmoths did
make up for it. We ran just one trap (Mercury Vapour), and had a total of 40
species of which 32 were macro moths. The Dun-bar came in top place again in
terms of numbers, followed closely by the appearance of 9 Lesser Broad
Bordered Yellow Underwings. Other moths included 6 Black Arches, 2 Maidens
Blush, Ruby Tiger, Early Thorn and Antler Moths.
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One other interesting record from 2020, at no great distance from Hilltop Fields,
was of two Red Underwings recorded by Dave in Early September.
Garden Trapping:
I ran a trap in my back garden on a number of nights (all but one occasion MV),
and (including the odd daytime micro observation) managed to record a total of
127 moth species. 81 of these were macro moths, and 46 species were micro
moths; lockdown and furlough giving me a bit of extra time to devote to micro
moth identification. I do have to extend my thanks to Patrick Clement and Mike
Shurmer for some assistance with this.
The usual Top 10 has turned into a Top 15 due to a number of ties last year. This
top 15 is just for my garden trapping.
In first place is the Common Marbled Carpet, with 33 individuals trapped. This
is interesting as this moth did not make it into the top 10 at the RSPB reserve at
all. The Lesser Yellow Underwing was a close second place, with 31. Third
place goes to last year’s RSPB winner, the dependable Square-spot Rustic with
21. Brimstone Moth in fourth just managed to outdo the Willow Beauty. The full
list is below, but it can be noted the ever-popular Large Yellow Underwing and
the Heart & Dart managed to retain top ten places.
1. Common Marbled Carpet
2. Lesser Yellow Underwing
3. Square-spot Rustic
4. Brimstone Moth
5. Willow Beauty
6= Straw Underwing
6= Large Yellow Underwing
7= Riband Wave
7= Heart & Dart
8= Common Pug
8= Dark Arches
9. Brindled Pug
10= Light Emerald
10= Copper Underwing
10= The Uncertain
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21
16
15
12
12
11
11
10
10
9
8
8
8

Orange Footman

April highlights included a Lime Hawkmoth, which was a first for my garden,
and Least Black Arches which has been recorded in the Valley for the first time
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this year. Other particularly attractive moths included the waved Umber, Early
Thorn, Lunar Marbled Brown, and White Ermine.
Least Black Arches was still around in May. I was also pleased to find one of my
favourites, the Pale Tussock on 15th May. This was a very good night in fact,
with the Campion also trapped. The most exciting record however was the
appearance of the Orange Footman (previously mentioned).
Memorable moths from June included the Yellow Shell, a Beautiful Hook-tip
and a Lunar Spotted Pinion (local status).
A Blood-vein in August was a nice addition to the list. September was the month
when most of the Lesser Yellow Underwings were recorded, along with a
Barred Sallow and a Black Rustic.
Jenni Wilding.

Checklist of Sandwell Valley Spiders
order: Araneae
In the course of time, Sandwell Valley Naturalists have accumuated many
thousands of wildife records of over 4000 different species of plants and
animals. Most of these records are held by EcoRecord and to mark this, I am
producing the first of a set of checklists for members’ reference.
I am commencing with a checklist of Spiders found in the Valley, in memory of
Craig Slawson - the first EcoRecord Manager appointed by the Wildife Trust for
Birmingham and the Black country. He was responsible for all the initial
digitisation of our Sandwell Valley subsites. Craig died suddenly last year and
this was a heavy blow not only to the wildlife recording community as a whole,
but especially to any students of spiders, because he was a key arachnological
recorder. I studied the spiders of the Valley for a short while under his keen eye,
but never attained anything remotely approaching his expertise and ceased
working on them in 1990. At this point I gave my 49 separate tubes of
specimens to the City Museum and Art Gallery at Hanley (Stoke- on- Trent).
During recent times six recorders have worked on the spiders of the Valley.
Their names and initials as found in the lists are as follows:
John Bates (JB), Mike Bloxham (MB), Nigel Cane-Honeysett (NCH), Wayne
Rixom (WR), Craig Slawson (CS) and John Stanney (JS).
The lists tell you the year the first specimen was noted and the people involved.
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Families & Species details
Family PHOLCIDAE
Pholcus phalangioides (Fuesslin, 1775)

year added

Rec.

Det.

2020

MB

MB

Family SEGESTRIIDAE
Segestria senoculata (Linnaeus, 1758)

1983

MB

MB

Family MIMETIDAE
Ero cambridgei (Kulczyński, 1911)

1991

CS

CS

Family THERIDIIDAE
Steatoda bipunctata (Linnaeus, 1758)
Anelosimus vittatus (C. L. Koch, 1836)
Phylloneta sisyphia (Clerck, 1757)
Phylloneta impressa (L. Koch, 1881)
Neottiura bimaculata (Linnaeus, 1767)
Paidiscura pallens (Blackwall, 1834)
Enoplognatha ovata (Clerck, 1757)
Enoplognatha latimana (Hippa1982)

1981
1990
1982
1993
1991
1991
1984
2019

MB
CS
CS
CS
MB
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
MB
CS
NCH NCH

Family LINYPHIIDAE
Walckenaeria acuminata (Blackwall, 1833)
1990 CS
Walckenaeria nudipalpis (Westring, 1851)
1991
JB
Walckenaeria unicornis (O.P.Cambridge, 1861) 1991 CS
Walckenaeria clavicornis (Emerton, 1882)
1991
JB
Dicymbium nigrum brevisetosum (Locket, 1962) 1991 CS
Gnathonarium dentatum (Wider, 1834)
1990 MB
Gongylidium rufipes (Linnaeus, 1758)
1991
JB
Dismodicus bifrons (Blackwall, 1841)
1991 CS
Hypomma bituberculatum (Wider, 1834)
1991 CS
Hypomma cornutum (Blackwall, 1833)
1991
JS
Oedothorax fuscus (Blackwall, 1834)
1991
JS
Oedothorax agrestis (Blackwall, 1853)
1991
JB
Oedothorax retusus (Westring, 1851)
2019 NCH
Cnephalocotes obscurus (Blackwall, 1834)
1991 CS
Monocephalus fuscipes (Blackwall, 1836)
1991 WR
Lophomma punctatum (Blackwall, 1841)
2019 NCH
Micrargus herbigradus (Blackwall, 1854)
1991 CS
Diplocephalus latifrons (O. P.-Cambridge, 1863) 1991
JS
Diplocephalus picinus (Blackwall, 1841)
1991 CS
Erigone dentipalpis (Wider, 1834)
1991
JS
Erigone atra (Blackwall, 1833)
1981 MB
Ostearius melanopygius (O.P.-Cambridge, 1879)1991
JB
Porrhomma pygmaeum (Blackwall, 1834)
1987 MB
Agyneta decora (O P.Cambridge, 1871)
1993 CS
Agyneta rurestris (C. L. Koch, 1836)
?
Centromerus dilutus (O. P.-Cambridge, 1875)
1996 CS
Centromerita bicolor (Blackwall, 1833)
1983 MB
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CS
JB
CS
JB
CS
MB
JB
CS
CS
JS
JS
JB
NCH
CS
WR
NCH
CS
JS
CS
JS
CS
JB
CS
CS
CS
CS

Bathyphantes approximatus (O P-Camb., 1871) 1996
Bathyphantes gracilis (Blackwall, 1841)
1996
Bathyphantes nigrinus (Westring, 1851)
1991
Kaestneria pullata (O. P.-Cambridge, 1863)
1991
Diplostyla concolor (Wider, 1834)
1990
Drapetisca socialis (Sundevall, 1833)
1984
Stemonyphantes lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758)
1996
Megalepthyphantes nebulosus (Sundevall, 1830)1981
Lepthyphantes leprosus (Ohlert, 1865)
1981
Lepthyphantes minutus (Blackwall, 1833)
1990
Obscuriphantes obscurus (Blackwall, 1841)
1984
Tenuiphantes tenuis (Blackwall, 1852)
1990
Tenuiphantes zimmermanni (Bertkau, 1890)
1990
Tenuiphantes mengei (Kulczyński, 1887)
1991
Tenuiphantes flavipes (Blackwall, 1854)
1990
Palliduphantes pallidus (O. P.-Cambridge, 1871) 1996
Helophora insignis (Blackwall, 1841)
1990
Linyphia triangularis (Clerck, 1757)
1981
Linyphia hortensis Sundevall, 1830
1981
Neriene montana (Clerck, 1757)
1982
Neriene clathrata (Sundevall, 1830)
1990
Neriene peltata (Wider, 1834)
1980
Microlinyphia pusilla (Sundevall, 1830)
1991

CS
CS
CS
JS
CS
MB
CS
MB
MB
CS
MB
CS
CS
JS
CS
CS
CS
MB
MB
MB
CS
MB
JS

CS
CS
CS
JS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
JS
CS
CS
CS
CS
CS
MB
CS
CS
JS

Family TETRAGNATHIDAE
Tetragnatha extensa (Linnaeus, 1758)
Tetragnatha montana Simon, 1874
Pachygnatha clercki Sundevall, 1823
Pachygnatha degeeri Sundevall, 1830
Metellina segmentata (Clerck, 1757)
Metellina mengei (Blackwall, 1869)
Metellina merianae (Scopoli, 1763)

1981
1991
1981
2019
1990
1981
1990

MB
CS
MB
NCH
CS
MB
CS

MB
CS
CS
NCH
CS
CS
CS

Family ARANEIDAE
Araneus diadematus (Clerck, 1757)
Araneus quadratus (Clerck, 1757)
Larinioides cornutus (Clerck, 1757)
Nuctenea umbratica (Clerck, 1757)
Araniella cucurbitina (Clerck, 1757)
Araniella opisthographa (Kulczyński, 1905)
Hypsosinga pygmaea (Sundevall, 1831)
Zygiella x-notata (Clerck, 1757)
Cyclosa conica (Pallas, 1772)

1976
1981
1981
1981
1982
1984
1990
1981
1991

MB
MB
MB
MB
MB
MB
CS
MB
JS

CS
MB
MB
CS
MB
CS
CS
CS
JS

Family LYCOSIDAE
Pardosa pullata (Clerck, 1757)
Pardosa amentata (Clerck, 1757)
Pardosa saltans (Töpfer-Hofmann, 2000)

1981
1991
2019

MB
WR
NCH

CS
WR
NCH
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Alopecosa pulverulenta (Clerck, 1757)
Trochosa ruricola (De Geer, 1778)
Arctosa perita (Latreille, 1799)
Pirata piraticus (Clerck, 1757)
Piratula latitans (Blackwall, 1841)

1983
1982
1990
1990
2019

MB
MB
MB
CS
NCH

CS
CS
CS
CS
NCH

Family PISAURIDAE
Pisaura mirabilis (Clerck, 1757)

1980

MB

MB

Family AGELENIDAE
Tegenaria domestica (Clerck, 1757)
Tegenaria saeva (Blackwall, 1841)

1981
1990

MB
CS

CS
CS

Family DICTYNIDAE
Dictyna arundinacea (Linnaeus, 1758)
Dictyna uncinata (Thorell, 1856)

1991
1982

CS
MB

CS
CS

Family AMAUROBIIDAE
Amaurobius fenestralis (Stroem, 1768)
Amaurobius similis (Blackwall, 1861)

1983
1981

MB
MB

CS
CS

Family CLUBIONIDAE
Clubiona corticalis (Walckenaer, 1802)
Clubiona reclusa (O. P.-Cambridge, 1863
Clubiona phragmitis (C. L. Koch, 1843)
Clubiona terrestris (Westring, 1851)
Clubiona neglecta (O. P.-Cambridge, 1862)
Clubiona lutescens (Westring, 1851)
Clubiona comta C. L. Koch, 1839

1991
1984
1984
2019
1993
1984
2019

JB
MB
MB
NCH
CS
MB
NCH

JB
CS
CS
NCH
CS
CS
NCH

Family GNAPHOSIDAE
Micaria pulicaria (Sundevall, 1831)

2011

MB

MB

Family PHILODROMIDAE
Philodromus aureolus (Clerck, 1757)
Philodromus cespitum (Walckenaer, 1802
Tibellus oblongus (Walckenaer, 1802)

2019
1984
1990

NCH
MB
CS

NCH
CS
CS

Family THOMISIDAE
Xysticus cristatus (Clerck, 1757)

1982

MB

CS

Family SALTICIDAE
Salticus scenicus (Clerck, 1757)
Salticus cingulatus (Panzer, 1797)
Euophrys frontalis (Walckenaer, 1802)
Hypositticus pubescens (Fabricius, 1775

1981
1985
1981
1990

MB
MB
MB
MB

CS
MB
MB
CS
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DON’T FORGET TO VISIT THE SANDNATS’ WEBSITE.

New features– maps, downloads of earlier
bulletins and new photos

New Newsletter & Current Reports
http://sandnats.org.uk
THANKS TO CLARE HINCHLIFFE FOR
MAINTAINING AND UPDATING THIS WEBSITE

Warmest thanks go all our writers and various contributors: to Chris
and Brenda Bird, Val Edkins, David and Judith King (newsletter and
liaison), Richard Orton, Lynn and Mike Poulton (reports and photos),
Andy Purcell (photos), Sandwell Valley C.P. Rangers, Peter Shirley,
Margaret Shuker (Admin.), Andy Slater (EcoRecord), Cathy Taylor,
Mike West, Jenni Wilding, Tony and Sandra Wood (accounts).

Continuing thanks to our ornithologists:
Richard Baker, Dave Blyth, John Clarke, Jason Davis, Pete Forbes,
Bill Gray, Pete Hackett, Matt Hadlington, Tim Hextell, Steve Hextell,
Mike Ixer, Hughie King, Steve Lilly, Gareth Marlow, Mike Nicklin,
Eric Norman, Terry Parker, Rob Preston, Craig Reed,Dave
Saunders, Carl Seabode, Wali Taylor, Dave Waite and Craig
Whitelaw.

The checklist is an ongoing project being continually corrected and
extended as fresh information arrives. There are some 650 different
spider species in Britain and the Valley list contains 112 species. No
scarce ones have been found and as we have only 294 records, there
is much enjoyment to be had if anyone wishes to continue with the
survey. My photos above are of the common Zebra spider Salticus
scenicus with a captured cranefly (top left), a heath spider Arctosa
perita (top right), a diamond- backed spider Segestria senoculata
(lower left) and bark spider Amaurobius fenestralis ( lower right).

The checklist was obtained via the Spider Recording Scheme
From this you can discover your regional spider recorder. They will
take you through collec�ng and studying processes and may also be
prepared to determine specimens so you can confidently record them.
h�p://srs.bri�shspiders.org.uk
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Vacancy
Sandnats Bulletin
Editor/ Assistant Editor
The current editor has decided that he cannot continue in his
current post unless a volunteer to assist in publication is found.
The volunteer will be competent with digital technology and
capable of handling the latest publication packages such as
Affinity Publisher. There is no requirement for a volunteer to be a
Sandnats member. We must move with the times.
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